
        

  
    
      
        Cookies on GOV.UK

        
          We use some essential cookies to make this website work.

We’d like to set additional cookies to understand how you use GOV.UK, remember your settings and improve government services.

We also use cookies set by other sites to help us deliver content from their services.

          You have accepted additional cookies. You can change your cookie settings at any time.

          You have rejected additional cookies. You can change your cookie settings at any time.

        

      

    

    
        


  Accept additional cookies


        


  Reject additional cookies


        View cookies
    

    
      
          Hide this message
        
    

  




    Skip to main content

          
  
    
      
        
          
            
            
              
              
            
            
              
                GOV.UK
              
          


    

    
      
        Navigation menu
      



      
        
          
                            Menu

            
              Menu
          


          
            
              
                Search GOV.UK
              
              

  
  

              
                ×
              

            
              
                Search GOV.UK
              
              

  
  

          


      


      
        
          


              
                
                  Services and information
                

                	
                        Benefits
                        
                      
	
                        Births, death, marriages and care
                        
                      
	
                        Business and self-employed
                        
                      
	
                        Childcare and parenting
                        
                      
	
                        Citizenship and living in the UK
                        
                      
	
                        Crime, justice and the law
                        
                      
	
                        Disabled people
                        
                      
	
                        Driving and transport
                        
                      
	
                        Education and learning
                        
                      
	
                        Employing people
                        
                      
	
                        Environment and countryside
                        
                      
	
                        Housing and local services
                        
                      
	
                        Money and tax
                        
                      
	
                        Passports, travel and living abroad
                        
                      
	
                        Visas and immigration
                        
                      
	
                        Working, jobs and pensions
                        
                      


              


              
                
                  Government activity
                

                	
                        Departments
                        Departments, agencies and public bodies

                      
	
                        News
                        News stories, speeches, letters and notices

                      
	
                        Guidance and regulation
                        Detailed guidance, regulations and rules

                      
	
                        Research and statistics
                        Reports, analysis and official statistics

                      
	
                        Policy papers and consultations
                        Consultations and strategy

                      
	
                        Transparency
                        Data, Freedom of Information releases and corporate reports

                      


              

          

        



      
        
          
            Search
          

          
            
              
                

    Search GOV.UK
  
    
    
      
        Search
        

  
  

    

  




              

            

          

        


    
  



    

      
        




      

        

    



  	
          Home
        
	
          Environment
        
	
          Wildlife, animals, biodiversity and ecosystems
        
	
          Protected sites and species
        
	
          Land species
        








     

    

    
      
          




  
    


      
    Guidance
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      Find out what experience and references you need to support your application or registration, and what form your referees need to complete. 
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You must give written references to support a photography, survey, science, conservation, research or development mitigation licence application or registration if you:


	have not held a licence for the species, or a similar species, in the last 3 years
	have a licence but want to add new activities



Use the guidance to find out who can be your referee and the experience you both need.


Referees must complete the form on this page to provide you with a reference.
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      + show all updates
      
        	
              10 October 2023
              The form for referees has been updated to be clearer and more accessible.

            
	
              6 October 2023
              The guidance has been amended to make clear that the employment criteria for referees applies to all licence applications.

            
	
              4 September 2023
              Minor corrections made to the eligible skills and experience, and the training course certificate requirements.

            
	
              4 September 2023
              Guidance has been updated to clarify what evidence and references are needed, and to improve accessibility of the form that referees must complete.

            
	
              31 May 2022
              We've removed the names of organisations given as examples of those that may issue training course completion certificates (section 1.2).

            
	
              19 November 2019
              Section 2 updated. You can submit a course certificate instead of one reference for survey licence applications. Note the restrictions on upgrading a bat survey class licence.

            
	
              4 February 2019
              In section 1.2 Eligible evidence of your skills and experience, clarified you can provide a completion certificate for a relevant course taken in last 3 years from other species- or taxon-specific organisations than those listed.

            
	
              29 October 2018
              Referees for a protected species licence can include approved volunteer trainers of volunteer bat roost visitors, where appropriate.

            
	
              1 October 2018
              Clarification on guidance to upgrade a survey class licence.

            
	
              4 September 2018
              Update to the 'References and experience needed to support your protected species application or registration' page. Survey class licences are now included in the list of licences you need references for. Notes added that you cannot ask a trainer of a course you need a reference from to be your referee. Referees now required to include method experience in references.

            
	
              18 May 2018
              Added reference requirements for class survey and research licence upgrades.

            
	
              9 May 2018
              Corrections to the discretion and exceptions that may apply to this guidance.

            
	
              8 January 2018
              Removed the requirement to 'hold a certificate of training that covers the activity you have applied for' from the guidance page.

            
	
              6 October 2014
              First published.
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