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Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

Application for a licence to disturb Schedule 1 birds:  Photography
	· Please complete this application form in BLOCK CAPITALS using dark ink or type.

· The application should be completed and signed by the Applicant. Failure to provide adequate information will delay the processing of your application. Completed forms should be sent to Natural England at the address shown opposite. This form can be completed on screen and emailed to us at wildlife.scicons@naturalengland.org.uk
· Natural England will aim to decide whether a licence should be issued within 15 working days of receipt of the application and all relevant enclosures.

· If you experience any problems filling in this form, please contact the Wildlife Licensing Unit (details opposite)
	Wildlife Licensing Unit (SciCon)
Natural England
First Floor
Temple Quay House
2 The Square
Bristol, BS1 6EB.

Tel. 0845 601 4523

Fax 0845 601 3438


	Section 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 protects all birds. 

Natural England has authority under section 16(1) of the Act to grant licences to permit the disturbance of Specially Protected birds listed on Schedule 1 of the Act at or near the nest in order to photograph or film them.

Do not use this form if the main purpose of your visit to the nest of a Schedule 1 bird is monitoring, conservation or ringing. Licences for these purposes permit the taking of snapshots for record purposes provided this does not cause additional disturbance to the main licensed activity.

Please note: All applications to disturb Schedule 1 birds for ringing or other marking, or to take part in the Nest Record Scheme, should be made to the British Trust for Ornithology. A ringing licence also allows observation and nest examination of the species covered.  Ringers who wish to work on species or areas not covered by their Schedule 1 application to BTO should also apply to Natural England using this form. 

RENEWAL of a licence covered by this application may be requested using the Schedule 1 Licence Report Form, provided that all relevant details are unchanged.  Any alteration to the species, locations and activities will require a new application form to be completed.
	This box is for office use only
Application ID number:

Charter deadline:   




	PART A Personal Details and Experience
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1.

	Title: (e.g. Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms)
	    
	Forenames:
	     
	  Surname:
	     


	Address:


	     
                                                                                                     Postcode:            


	Daytime telephone number: 
	
	Mobile number:

	     
	
	     


	Fax number:
	
	Email address:

	     
	
	     


2.
Previous applications





	(a)
Have you previously held a licence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981? 
If NO, please go to Question 3 below


(b)
Have any of your previous licences covered the same species, activities and purpose as this licence application?

             If NO, please go to Question 3 below


If YES, please give your most recent licence number (printed at the top of the licence)




 
 
 
 
 
(c)        Have you changed your address since your last licence was issued?

If YES, please supply the address on your last licence.
	YES   FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO  FORMCHECKBOX 



YES   FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO  FORMCHECKBOX 

YES   FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO  FORMCHECKBOX 


	     



Please complete Question 3, 4 and 5 if you have not held a licence for similar activities and species in the last three years.
3.  
Evidence of photographic skills

Natural England expects applicants to develop and maintain their photographic skills on less sensitive subjects initially.  If you have not held a photography licence during the last three years you must provide images you have taken of six different non-Schedule 1 species at the nest.  These should all illustrate one or more adult birds showing normal breeding behaviour.  This demonstrates that the applicant has developed the skill necessary to photograph nesting birds without unduly affecting the subjects’ chances of breeding success.  All transparencies will be returned when a decision on your application is made.

4.  
References

You will need to enclose written references from two people who are familiar with your work.  They should be able to comment on your experience of working with the relevant species (or similar species) and your ability to use the methods and equipment you have proposed.  Ideally your referees should have held a similar licence within the last three years.

5.
Qualifications and experience

Please state your qualifications and experience regarding the methods and procedures proposed in this application form. You will need to be able to demonstrate you are competent in all aspects of the work proposed and that you will be able to carry it out to a high standard. If applicable you should include recent training you have received or attendance at seminars or conferences. 

	     



6.
Please state how your photographs will be used (e.g. talks, slide shows, publication, personal use).

	     



	7.
Have you consulted with anyone in Natural England regarding any aspect of this licence application?
	YES   FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO  FORMCHECKBOX 




If YES, please give the name of the contact, date and relevant details stating whether the consultation was verbal or by letter. Please attach a copy of any written consultations.



	     



	PART B   Species and locations 


This section should be completed for each species you wish to photograph.  If you wish to photograph more than one species, please photocopy this page and complete Questions 8 - 15 for EACH species.
This section asks for details of the species you wish to photograph and the locations at which you intend to work.  The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 requires that photography licences are issued for ‘small numbers’ of birds only, so Natural England operates a quota system for the numbers of each Schedule 1 species which can be photographed each year.  For some species, no licences are issued except in exceptional cases.  Please read the Annex at the end of this form.  This means that some people will be disappointed by not being licensed to photograph Schedule 1 birds at or near the nest.  Licences will generally be issued on a first come first served basis from the 1 January each year.  In order to ensure that licences issued will actually be used, we will not issue licences to speculative applicants, or where insufficient information on locations or methods is provided.

	8.
Please give the common and scientific name of 

             the species you wish to photograph 
	     

	
	

	9.          Please name the site at which you intend to work  
	     

	
	

	10.        Please name the county in which this site occurs
	     

	
	

	11.
Please give the six-figure Ordnance Survey grid reference of this site
	     


12.
Is this site a nature reserve (e.g. National Nature Reserve, Local Nature Reserve, 

Wildlife Trust reserve, RSPB reserve)?      





YES  FORMCHECKBOX 

    NO  FORMCHECKBOX 

If YES you will must confirm in Question 13 below that you have the permission of the reserve manager to photograph Schedule 1 birds at this site


13.
In order to minimise disturbance to Schedule 1 birds, Natural England encourages co-ordination between licence holders covering any particular area or species.  We may require you to discuss your intentions with others before assessing your application.  It may, therefore, assist your application if you give details here of any organisation, study group or any individuals (including Natural England staff) with whom you have already discussed your proposed work, and explain the outcome of your discussions.  If the site is a Nature Reserve, please give the name of the reserve manager and confirm that you have their permission to disturb Schedule 1 birds at the site.  Raptor study groups operate in many areas and you are strongly advised to discuss any proposed raptor work with relevant groups before applying.  If you are unsure about who to consult please contact the Natural England Wildlife Licensing Unit for advice.

	     



14.
Please specify the methods you will use, indicating clearly the amount of disturbance you would expect to result from your photography.  You should also specify the type of equipment you will be using (e.g. hides, climbing gear, camera type).  Applicants should demonstrate an awareness of the breeding ecology of their target species in order that a high quality result can be obtained with minimum disturbance to the species or its habitat (continue on a separate sheet if necessary). 

	     



15.
Have you applied to, or do you intend to apply to, Natural England or the British Trust for Ornithology for a licence to disturb any Schedule 1 species at the nest for ringing, monitoring or nest protection during the period covered by this application?

YES   FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO   FORMCHECKBOX 

	PART C  - Declaration


	16
	Have you, or any persons named in this form by you, been convicted of any wildlife-related or animal welfare offence? 
	      Tick as appropriate

	
	
	YES   FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO  FORMCHECKBOX 



	
	If ‘YES’, please give details, including dates
	     



17.  Using and sharing your information
The data controller is Natural England, 1 East Parade, Sheffield, S1 2ET.
Your information will be stored and processed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. This Act gives you, as an individual, the right to know what data we hold on you, how we use it, with whom we share it and for it to be accurate. It will be used for processing your application.
Natural England or its appointed agents may use the name, address and other details on your application form to contact you in connection with occasional customer research aimed at improving the services that Natural England provides to you.

We will respect personal privacy, whilst complying with access to information requests to the extent necessary to enable Natural England to comply with its statutory obligations under the Environmental Information Regulations 2004, and the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

If you believe that any of the information we hold concerning you is incorrect or out of date, please provide us with the accurate information in writing together with supporting evidence (if appropriate).  You should address your correspondence to: Wildlife Licensing Unit (SciCon), Natural England, First Floor, Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Bristol, BS1 6EB; Tel. 0845 601 4523; Fax 0845 601 3438; Email wildlife.scicons@naturalengland.org.uk.
	
	18. Declaration

· I have read and understood the guidance provided in this application form. I declare that the particulars given are correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, and I apply for a licence in accordance with these particulars.

· Where required, I undertake to obtain permission from landowners/occupiers of land to exercise any licence resulting from this application, and to allow any employee or representative of Natural England to monitor or inspect the work described in this application.




	
	Signature of

applicant
	
	Date
	


For applications submitted electronically, please either insert an electronic signature above or tick this box to confirm agreement with this declaration  FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	Name in

BLOCK LETTERS
	     
	
	


	WARNING

· Natural England can modify or revoke at any time any licence that may be issued but this will not be done unless there are good reasons for doing so. Any licence that is issued is likely to be revoked immediately if it is discovered that false information had been provided which resulted in the issue of a licence.

· Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, any person who in order to obtain a licence knowingly or recklessly makes a statement or representation, or furnishes a document or information which is false in a material particular, shall be guilty of an offence and may be liable to criminal prosecution. Any person found guilty of such an offence may be liable to a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale (currently £5000).


· Please ensure that you have answered all relevant questions fully and have signed the declaration

· If you wish to change the information on this form please contact the Wildlife Licensing Unit.

	ANNEX - Photography quotas and guidance on consultation


The Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 requires that photography licences are issued for a small number of birds only.  The following explains how each Schedule 1 species is treated.

You should identify a location for your photography before applying to Natural England for a photography licence.  You should also check that your photography will fit in with the activities of others at the site.  Many of these species breed on nature reserves and prior consultation with site managers is essential before any application can be considered.  In some areas, raptors and owls are likely to be monitored by a study group and liaison with them in advance is strongly advised. 

Species for which photography is permitted 

For the following species, a numerical quota is set.  For most, this quota represents the maximum number of individual nesting attempts that we will permit to be disturbed for photography.   In these cases, the quota is set at approximately 1% of the minimum estimate of the English population (or British population if no English estimate available). 

For colonial species, any disturbance may affect the whole colony.  For these species, the quota is the maximum total number of sites for which we will issue licences (one licence per site).

No licences will be issued to disturb more than this quota unless a special case can be made. 

	Species
	Quota

	Avocet
	9*

	Barn Owl
	32

	Bearded Tit
	5

	Black Redstart
	1

	Cetti's Warbler
	6

	Cirl Bunting
	7

	Crossbill
	10

	Dartford Warbler
	17

	Garganey
	1

	Goshawk
	2

	Hobby
	15

	Kingfisher
	37

	Little Ringed Plover
	10

	Little Tern
	15*

	Marsh Harrier
	2

	Mediterranean Gull
	1

	Merlin
	4

	Peregrine
	3

	Quail
	1

	Red Kite 
	5

	Stone Curlew
	3

	Woodlark
	16


* Denotes number of nesting sites for colonial species, all other cases refer to number of nests.
All other species: Nil quota 

Natural England does not issue disturbance licences to photograph any other Schedule 1 species unless a special case can be made, for example, where there are likely to be significant conservation benefits.
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