	Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)

Application for a licence to release non-native species and those listed under Schedule 9 of the Act
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	· Please complete this application form clearly using dark ink. You may also complete this form online and email it to us.
· Please ensure that you answer questions fully in order to avoid delays. The completed application should be sent to Natural England at the address given opposite.
· Natural England will aim to determine whether a licence should be issued within 30 working days of receipt of a completed application.

· If you experience any problems filling in this form, please contact the Wildlife Licensing Unit (details opposite).
	
	Wildlife Licensing Unit 

Natural England
First Floor
Temple Quay House
2 The Square
Bristol, BS1 6EB 

T. 0845 601 4523 

F. 0845 601 3438
Wildlife@naturalengland.org.uk 
 


Useful Link

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/regulation/wildlife/licences/applicationforms.aspx#non-native 

	· Section 14 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 prohibits the release into the wild of all species not normally resident in and not a regular visitor to Great Britain, and species listed on Schedule 9 of the Act. However, the Secretary of State has authority under section 16(4)(c) of the Act to grant licences to permit the release of such species in England. 
· Please note that the release of species within an enclosure may be considered a release into the wild if the released species has the potential to impact on natural or semi-natural habitats or with native flora or fauna, inside or outside of the enclosure.

· Applications to introduce or re-introduce species into the wild will be subject to consultation with the appropriate conservation and animal health bodies. This is likely to take longer than 30 working days. We will keep you informed of the progress of your application.


1.
(a)
Name of applicant
	Title (e.g. Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms)
	
	Forename
	
	Surname 

	     
	
	
	
	

	

	Business Title (if appropriate)
	     

	

	(b)Address of applicant
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	County
	
	Postcode
	

	


Daytime telephone no.(incl. National dialling code) Mobile No.

	
	
	


Fax no.












Email address

	
	
	

	(c) Address for premises to be licensed (if different from 1(b) above)
	
     County 



If you would like us to acknowledge receipt of this application, please tick ONE of the following boxes to indicate your preferred method:   Email
 FORMCHECKBOX 


Telephone
 FORMCHECKBOX 


Fax
 FORMCHECKBOX 


Letter
 FORMCHECKBOX 

2.
Previous applications


(a)  Have you applied for a licence to release non-native species before?…..............   YES
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO    FORMCHECKBOX 

	(b)
	 If ‘YES, for what species? ..........................................................
	
	


	(c)
	 Date of most recent application ..........................................................
	
	


(d) Was a licence granted? ...................................…............. 







YES
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO    FORMCHECKBOX 

	(e)
	 Please give licence reference number....................................................................
	
	


3.  Species to be released. 

	(a)
	Please give the common and Latin names of the
species to be released (e.g. grey squirrel, Sciurus
carolensis).......................................................................
	
	


	(b)
	How many individuals of the above species do you

propose to release?..........................................................
	
	


	(c)
	 What sex and age group (adult/juvenile)? ......................
	
	



(d)  Is the above species ordinarily resident in Great Britain?…...  






YES
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO    FORMCHECKBOX 

(d)  Do you intend to release the species at its original capture site?…
  



YES
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO    FORMCHECKBOX 

4.  What is the purpose of the application?


Please tick as appropriate


(a)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Rehabilitation following veterinary treatment


(b)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Research 


(c)  
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Introduction or re-introduction of a species into the wild. (Additional supporting information will be required for this purpose – see section 10.

(d)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other
· If (a), you do not need to complete Sections 5 and 8 overleaf
· If (b), (c), or (d), please give details of the nature and purpose of the project. 
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	
	


5.  Capture/source and holding of animals 

(Do not complete this section if the purpose of your application is rehabilitation, please GO TO Question 6)

	(a) From where will you obtain the animals?  Please give as exact a location as possible.
	


	· If the animals are being imported into the UK, please provide a copy of the appropriate importation documents.

· If the species is protected in its country of origin please provide a copy of the relevant collection and/or export authorisation(s).
(b) When will you obtain the animals for release? Please provide information on the time of year/stage of breeding cycle, as appropriate.

(c)  Do you intend to hold the animals in captivity prior to release,

         including quarantine, where appropriate?….................................                             YES  
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO    FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	

	(d) If YES Please provide the name and address of the location where the animals are to be held. 


	
County  

	6.  Release of animals
	

	(a)  Where do you intend to release the animals? Please give the exact location of the proposed site of release, incl. County, postcode and OS Grid Reference if appropriate
	


	If more than one location is proposed, please provide details below.
	

	
	

	
	

	(b)  Are you the owner/occupier of the land where the release will 

       take place? ....................................                                                            




 YES
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO    FORMCHECKBOX 


	If NO, please attach written authority from the owner/occupier of the land concerned.

	(c)  Will the release be into an enclosure designed to contain the
       animals? .......................................                                                              



 YES
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO    FORMCHECKBOX 

Please note: One of the primary purposes of section 14 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act (1981) is to implement the provisions of Articles 11 of the European Union Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) and 22(b) of the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC), which require Member States to ensure that introduction of non-native species into the wild does not prejudice natural habitats or wild native flora and fauna. Consequently, release of species may be considered a release into the wild, even if they are within an enclosure, if they have the potential to impact on natural or semi-natural habitats or with native flora or fauna, within or outside of the enclosure.



	If YES, please give details of the enclosure including size, fencing and other security measures. If appropriate, attach plans and/or photographs.

If more than one animal is to be released, please also provide information on how the population will be managed; e.g. if the animals breed what will happen to the offspring.


	


	
	

	(d)  When do you propose to release the animals? Please provide dates (to the nearest month).


	

	
	

	(e)  What type of tagging/marking will be used, if any? Please give details. 


	

	
	

	(f)  Please describe what monitoring of released individuals will be undertaken (if any).


	


7.  Conservation considerations

Where release is proposed on or near to a protected site such as: a National Nature Reserve (NNR), Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Special Protection Area (SPA), Special Area of Conservation (SAC) or Ramsar site, we have to take the conservation interest of that site into account when processing your application.
	Is the site identified at Question 6 above in an area covered by or near to a protected site e.g. NNR, SSSI, SAC, SPA, Ramsar?...........................................                                                                           YES
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO 
 FORMCHECKBOX 


 

	
	

	If YES have you consulted with your local Natural England office for advice on the implications of your application on the protected site?................................                                                                           YES
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO 
 FORMCHECKBOX 




In the box below please give either the outcome of your consultations or the reason why you have not consulted. Please enclose any relevant correspondence.
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	
	


8.  Health

All Animals to be released must be healthy and fit for release into the wild 

	(a)  What is known about the health and disease status of the species to be released or other animals, including wildlife, at the location of origin identified at Question 5(a) above? 

Please state if the animals are to be sourced from a population known to harbour disease. 
	

	
	

	(b)  What is known of the health and disease status of wildlife at the release site identified at Question 6(a) above?

Please state whether the population into which the individuals are to be released is known to harbour disease.
	

	(c)  Will the animals be examined by a veterinarian prior to release?                                  YES
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO 
 FORMCHECKBOX 



	
	

	(d)  If appropriate, list any medicines, vaccines or other substances that are to be administered to the animal(s) during the release process. 

Please provide information on the justification for the treatments and state who will administer them.
	


9.  At the end of the project 

(Do not complete this section if the purpose of your application is rehabilitation but please see note below)

Do you intend to re-capture or remove the animals or their progeny?                                  YES
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO 
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	If YES please state what you intend to do with the re-captured animals: e.g. humane dispatch (please describe the method you propose to use), keep in captivity*, re-release following removal of tagging devices.
	


	*Please note 

Under the Destructive Imported Animals Act 1932, a licence is required to keep North American mink (Mustela vison), grey squirrel (Sciurus carolensis), coypu (Myocastor coypus), muskrat (Ondatra zibethicus) and non-indigenous rabbits in captivity.

Under The Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c) Regulations 1994 (as amended) a licence is required for anyone keeping a species listed in Annex IV(a) of the Habitats Directive (a 'European Protected Species' or 'Species of Community Interest'), including those whose natural range does not include any area of Great Britain. 
Further information can be obtained from Natural England Wildlife Licensing Unit (address at the top of this form).


10.  Additional Information

· Please provide any additional information in support of your application, e.g. relevant qualifications and experience, collaborators in the project.
· Please note: In the case of re-introductions into the wild, your application will be considered, amongst other things, against the ‘Guidelines for Re-introductions’ published by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN). These guidelines may be downloaded from www.iucn.org. 

Such applications will normally require supporting evidence such as: a feasibility study, evidence of support in the proposed release site(s), and an assessment of potential impacts of the proposed re-introduction on biodiversity and socio-economic interests. We may contact you to request further information if necessary.


	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	
	


11.  Have you, or any persons identified in this application by you, been convicted of any wildlife-related or animal
       welfare offence?                        














         YES
 FORMCHECKBOX 


NO 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
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	If YES, please give details, including dates
	



12.  Using and sharing your information
The data controller is Natural England, 1 East Parade, Sheffield, S1 2ET.
Your information will be stored and processed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. This Act gives you, as an individual, the right to know what data we hold on you, how we use it, with whom we share it and for it to be accurate.

It will be used for processing your application. We may disclose your application and other information relating to it to third parties, such as the Joint Nature Conservancy Council, the Advisory Committee on Releases into the Environment and the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, in order to consult them about the application.
Natural England or its appointed agents may use the name, address and other details on your application form to contact you in connection with occasional customer research aimed at improving the services that Natural England provides to you.

We will respect personal privacy, whilst complying with access to information requests to the extent necessary to enable Natural England to comply with its statutory obligations under the Environmental Information Regulations 2004, and the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

If you believe that any of the information we hold concerning you is incorrect or out of date, please provide us with the accurate information in writing together with supporting evidence (if appropriate).  You should address your correspondence to: Wildlife Licensing Unit, Natural England, First Floor, Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Bristol, BS1 6EB. Tel. 0845 601 4523; Fax. 0845 601 3438; Email wildlife@naturalengland.org.uk 
	13.
	Declaration

I have read and understand the guidance provided in this application form. I declare that the particulars given are correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, and I apply for a licence in accordance with these particulars.


	
	Signature of

applicant
	
	Date
	


	
	For applications submitted via email, please insert an electronic signature above or tick this box to confirm agreement with this declaration
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	
	Name in

BLOCK LETTERS
	
	
	


	WARNING

· Natural England or the Secretary of State can modify or revoke at any time any licence that may be issued but this will not be done unless there are good reasons for doing so. Any licence that is issued is likely to be revoked immediately if it is discovered that false information had been provided which resulted in the issue of a licence.

· Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, any person who in order to obtain a licence knowingly or recklessly makes a statement or representation, or furnishes a document or information which is false in a material particular, shall be guilty of an offence and may be liable to criminal prosecution. Any person found guilty of such an offence may be liable to a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale (currently £5000).


· Please ensure that you have answered all questions fully and have signed the declaration.

· Included a completed owner/occupier consent form (if applicable).
	What happens now?

If you requested an acknowledgement for your application (see page 1 of this form) you will receive this within 5 working days of receipt by Natural England.  Your acknowledgement will provide information on the time that Natural England will take to provide you with a decision on your application. This will normally be within 30 working days but for applications involving the reintroduction of species this can be considerably longer.  

For some applications it may be necessary for a site visit to be made by a Natural England Wildlife Adviser. If this is the case an Adviser will contact you (usually by telephone) to arrange a convenient time.
The Licence

This will be in your, or your company’s, name and will be valid for a stated period. It will also state the following: 

· The species and maximum number of individuals that you may release into the wild

· The location where they may be released 

· When the species may be released 

There may also be a number of licence conditions specific to your individual situation and requirements. These are stated clearly on the licence and must be adhered to or the licence will no longer be valid and you may be committing an offence. 
Monitoring


Natural England reserves the right to monitor operations carried out under any licence it issues. This may be by telephone, pre-arranged site visit(s) or inspection of premises where animals will be kept, as considered appropriate.

Licence Reports 

A report of the number of animals released under licence will be required at the end of the licence period.  For some licences, such as those to reintroduce species, written reports may be required during the licence period. Continued failure to provide licence reports may result in revocation of a licence or refusal to grant a licence in future.
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