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1) Tees Valley Green Infrastructure Strategy



Sub-regional context:

Tees Valley City Region Development Programme and 
Business Case (2005/2006)

ña strategic approach to green infrastructure and 

public realm is a vital part of improving the 

liveability of the region, its quality of place and the 

urban competitiveness of the Tees Valleyò



Tees Valley GI Strategy ïpublished 2008

Steering group led by Tees Valley Joint Strategy Unit, other 
partners:

Â Middlesbrough, Redcar & Cleveland, Hartlepool, 
Darlington & Stockton-on-Tees BCs

Â Environment Agency 

Â NE Community Forests

Â Natural England

Â CABE Space



Tees Valley GI Network to be developed by 2021

Â Priorities and actions identified for all 17 corridors



TV Green Infrastructure Strategy ïlessons 

learnt (1)

Â A stronger evidence base? 

Â More community buy-in?  Is that appropriate at the sub-
regional scale?

Â Any key players missed out from the process? 

Â Should we have identified clearer priorities within the 
Strategy?  (now being identified within the emerging 
Implementation Plan)

Â Would a demonstration project provided a useful focus 
for action?



TV Green Infrastructure Strategy ïlessons 

learnt (2)

Â Did we have a shared understanding of what good GI 
projects might actually look like?

Â A clearer understanding of how to integrate GI into 
regeneration projects?

Â Implementation ïtoo much focus on Single Programme 
funding?  Should more time have been dedicated to 
identifying other funding mechanisms?

Â More realistic about our shared capacity to deliver?



2) GI Planning at the Borough Scale



Identification of local GI 

networks and priorities

e.g. Middlesbrough: 

Â Project óhubsô within GI 

corridors

Â Enhancement and 

development of Beck 

Valleys and other 

green corridors

Â Linked to major 

regeneration initiatives 



Draft Stockton-on-Tees GI Strategy

Â Developed through Partnership Group (led by Stockton 

BC and including Tees Valley Wildlife Trust, 

Environment Agency, Natural England, Groundwork, 

CABE Space, Clive Davies Associates and INCA)

Â Local input through Local Strategic Partnership and 

community consultation work

Â Strong links to Sustainable Community Strategy and 

LDF



Stockton-on-Tees GI Network

Â Primary GI Network 

(from Tees Valley)

Â Secondary GI 

Network 

Â Concept of local 

ógreen gridsô



Planning and delivering GI at the Borough 

scale ïissues and opportunities (1)

Â Requires detailed consultation ïneeds time, resources 
and issue of óraised expectationsô

Â Need to explain what GI is ïto improve understanding of 
environmental, social and economic functions & benefits

Â Links diverse agendas ïhelps build new partnerships but 
will these be difficult to develop and maintain?



Planning and delivering GI at the Borough 

scale ïissues and opportunities (2)

Â Need for strategic, planned approach  - but priorities 
often agreed locally and competition for scare resources

Â Great opportunities to develop community-based 
projects

Â Coordinating and monitoring delivery



GI planning at the local scale 

ïissues and opportunities in 

Darlington



From a laissez fair approach to 

GI.

ÂSemi natural green space in a town the 

size of Darlington was once easily 

accessible but rarely planned.

ÂFormal parks were provided for structured 

down time while the wider countryside was 

for the most part, far more accessible.



To Green infrastructure planning where 

accessible semi natural green space 

becomes a part of peoples lives.

Â Avoiding relying on car based green 
recreation.

ÂRe- creating opportunities for locally 
distinctive landscapes.

Â Enabling outdoor exploration of  varied 
Biodiverse, green spaces.



Dealing with  Green 

Infrastructure in Darlington in 

recent years.

Â No strategy, just a good idea. A  history of taking an 
opportunistic approach

Â Turning Urban SNCIôs into LNRôs using the concept of 
Multifunctionality

Â Creating Urban fringe Community woodlands

Â Creating links from town to country and from urban green 
space to urban green space through the ROWIP and  links with 
the LTP.

Â Working with or applying pressure to developers on a case by 
case basis using a range of government guidance.



These things together are 

beginning to turn Darlingtonôs 

green spaces from light green to 

dark green, i.e into

1- Biodiverse

2- Accessible

3- Attractive

Green spaces.



Light Green to Dark Green



Its Rarely Easy

ÂLandscape is often an afterthought or not 

done at all

ÂGreen space is either bland or expensive 

to maintain.



How hard it can be

ÂNo design element at all in initial proposal

ÂFailure to accept basic principles

ÂPressure to approve the application

ÂLandscape suggestions conditioned

ÂOnly with robust support throughout the 
process from planners does a better 
design finally make it onto the table.



How hard can it be?



Main Issues

ÂUnlawful Motor cycle use

ÂNon integrated football pitch

ÂBland perimeter greenspace.



Making it multifunctional

ÂSustainable drainage wetlands

ÂWet woodland as motorcycle barrier

Â Integrate football pitch with greenspace.

ÂBring in natural landscape features such 

as mounds

ÂCreate a circular path.



How Hard can it be.


