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ÅMarine Directive and MPA Networks

ÅEU Definitions

ÅDesigning a network
ðNatura 2000, a case

ðTransboundary aspects: networks

ÅImplementation
ðNatura 2000: more challenging than expected

ÅThe way ahead:
ðCompleting (nested) networks

ðInternational Cooperation

ðHigh seas
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Marine Strategy Directive

spatial protection measures, 

contributing to coherent and representative networks of 

marine protected areas, 

adequately covering the diversity of the constituent 

ecosystems, such as

Åspecial areas of conservation (Habitats Directive ), 

Åspecial protection areas ( Birds Directive ), 

Åand marine protected areas as agreed by the 

Community or Member States concerned in 

international or regional agreements to which 

they are parties. 
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Description

A geographically defined area, formally designated by the 

Member States, where the necessary conservation 

measures are applied for the maintenance or restoration, 

at a favourable conservation status , of the natural 

habitats and/or of the species for which the site is 

designated, that may also contribute significantly to the 

coherence of the networks and/or contributes 

significantly to the maintenance of biological diversity

within the bio-geographic region or regions concerned.
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Definition

ôfishing protected area õ means a geographically-

defined sea area in which all or certain fishing 

activities are temporarily or permanently banned 

or restricted in order to improve the exploitation 

and conservation of living aquatic resources or 

the protection of marine ecosystems ;

COUNCIL REGULATION (EC) No 1967/2006

21 December 2006
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Environmental policy

ÅBirds Directive

ÅHabitats Directive

ÅMarine Strategy Framework Directive

ÅWater Framework Directive

Apply insofar Member States exert sovereign rights  or 

claim jurisdiction
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ÅEU ecological network of protected areas under the 
Habitats Directive 

ÅSpecial Areas of Conservation (SACs, Habitats Directive)
200+ habitat types  & 700+ species of plants and animals

ÅSpecial Protection Areas (SPAs, Birds Directive)194 
vulnerable bird species &  migratory bird species (esp. 
wetlands)

ÅMajor EU instrument for 
ÅConservation and sustainable use of biodiversity  

ÅFulfilment of global commitments (e.g. CBD)

ÅSets out a common approach for conservation action 
across all Member States

Natura 2000



Network

A coherent European ecological network to 
ensure the restoration or maintenance of 
natural habitats and species at a favourable 
conservation status in their natural range.

Ecological coherence of the Natura 2000 
network: features essential for the migration, 
dispersal and genetic exchange of wild species:
ðlinear and continuous structure such as rivers with 

their banks or the traditional systems for marking 
field boundaries 

ðstepping stones (such as ponds or small woods)
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