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NATURAL AREAS NE REGION

] Border Upiands

| Durham mﬁ]mu‘mﬁtﬂm Plateau
[ North Northumberiand Coastal Plain
[ North Pennines

I North York Moors and Hills

[ Northumbria Coal Measures

[ Pennine Dales Fringe

[ Tees Lowlands



North Pennines AONB Partnership




Durham Heritage Coast Partnership




g County Durham
Environment
Pﬂrrnershfp Improving the Quality of Life in County Durham

New partnerships

consistent and holistic approach
complete geographical coverage
long-lived and durable

based on robust ‘natural’ boundaries

integrated with other strategies and with development
frameworks

complement existing partherships

g County Durham
Environment
Pﬂrrnershfp Improving the Quality of Life in County Durham

Strengths of Natural Area Partnerships

based on coherent landscape units
independent of administrative boundaries
reflect bio-geographical and cultural patterns

already the basis of targeting agri-environmental
funding

already the basis of national monitoring (CQC)
» already the basis of some local LCAs and strategies






NATURAL AREA PARTNERSHIPS
FEASIBILITY STUDY

CAPITA SYAHINDS
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Partnership Working on a Landscape
Scale — Lessons Learned

Tony Devos

Programme Manager
Mineral Valleys Project
Natural England

North East Region

, The Mineral
‘ﬂ Valleys Project

Working for Wear Life & Landscapes ENGLAND

The Mineral Valleys Project’s Aims

. Restore areas of poor environmental quality
= Improve access to the countryside

Assist with local and national Biodiversity
Action Plans

= Provide information and education about the
natural and cultural heritage

= Provide training opportunities
= Build partnerships in the local community

al




| Mineral Valleys Key Delivery Agents |

1 The

{ Harehope ENVIRONMENT
Quarry Y AGENCY
Project

T

wildlife
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‘The Project Partnership

Communities, Schools, Land owners, Local expers, Volunteers, Bishop
Auckland College, Barn Owl Conservation Trust, Barrett Environmental
Consultants, British Geological Survey, BTCY, Buiterfly Conservation,
Counhzside Stewardships, County Durham Environmental Trust, Durham Bird
Club, DEFRA, Derwentside District Council, Durham Biodiversity Parthership,
Durham Bat Group, Durham Bird Club, Durham County Council, Durham Dales
Rinqing Group, Durham LA21, Durham University, Durham W/ildlife Trust,
England Rural Development Programme, English Heritage, Environment
Agency, European Regional Development Fund, Forestry Commission, FWAG,
Gaunless Valley Steering Group, Government Office for the North East - Single
Programme, Great North Forest, Groundwork West Durham and Darlington,
Harehope Quarry Project Lid, Houghall Enterprises, Leader Plus, Longovicium
Partnership, Natural England, Newcastle University, Noth East Vernacular
Architecture Group, Northern Ars, Northumbrian Water Ltd, ONE North East,
Parish Paths Partnership, Ponds for People, RSPE, River Wear Environmental
Trust, Sedgefield Borough Council, Single Regeneration Budget, SITA
Environmental Trust, South Stanle% Woods Group, SUSTRANS, Teesdale
Conservation Yolunteers, Teesdale District Council, Teeside University, Wear
Valley District Council, Weardale Community Parthership, Weardale Railway,
Weardale Society, Willington Community Partnership, Wolsingham Wayfarers
and the Woodcraft Folk




‘The Project Area
Showing the boundary of the Mineral Valleys Project 4
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‘What has the Project delivered

Working for Wildlife

= Created or restored 325
hectares of biodiversity
action plan target
habitats




'What has the Project delivered

Involving
Communities

= Delivered over
6300 volunteer
work days

= |Involved 99
local
community
groups

‘What has the Project delivered

Education

= Involved 137
school groups




'What has the Project delivered

Improving Access

= Delivered over 150
kilometres of new or
improved access routes

'What has the Project delivered

Skills and
Training

= Run 92 training
courses serving
over 770

participants




‘What has the Project delivered

Encouraging
Tourism

= Seen 1432
visitors spend
over 4000
visitor days in
west County
Durham

'What has the Project delivered

Getting People 4
Involved i

= Organised 351 =
events, o R e
exhibitions and & X
workshops RN
attracting over |
4200 local
people and
visitors




'What has the Project delivered

Benefiting the
local economy

= |Invested £4m in
the local area and
helped to establish
additional projects
valued at a further
£620,000

'Benefits of Partnership Working

The environment is a catalyst for wider
economic and social benefits

Large scale strategic gains

Broad expertise / resource base across
partners

Single point of contact and representation




Further Benefits of Partnership Working_

= High level of momentum / activity
= Co-ordinated planning and delivery

Further opportunities have been identified
through existing projects and additional funding
acquired.

= Working with funders has made the area a
recognised priority for other applicants.

ﬂ

Al

iWhat could have been done better_

= Choosing an area based on landscape

characteristics.

o Same geology / ecology
o Similar land use patterns / issues.
o Linked social history based on land use.

Building the partnership around ‘Common
Purpose’ and not a funding bid — longevity.

= Involve a wide range of stakeholders at the
outset — not just the ‘usual suspects’.

al




iWhat the Magnesian Limestone
Partnership aims to do

= Bring together key stakeholders to agree the
needs of the area.

= Forge a shared common vision based on
these needs.

Develop an prioritised Action Plan to meet
the vision.

= Develop a Partnership to deliver the Action
Plan.

ﬂ

al

| Characteristics of the Magnesian

leestone Natural Area Partnership
long-lasting and sustainable

Built on common purpose and a shared vision
« An umbrella for environment-led regeneration
= Delivering social and economic benefits

= Linking different sectors’ resources, expertise
and objectives

= |t will support and enhance existing work

Building the capacity of organisations to deliver
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