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Natural England is here to conserve 

and enhance the natural 

environment, for its intrinsic value, 

the well-being and enjoyment of 

people, and the economic 

prosperity that it brings.



Even in urban areas our wellbeing 

depends upon the services provided 

by ecosystems and their 

components: water, soil, nutrients 

and organisms.  Ecosystem services 

are the processes by which the 

environment produces resources 

utilised by people



Green Grid – conceptual origins



Green Grid – policy development



Green Grid – mission and mapping



Green Grid – delivery framework



Grid lines



Multifunctional greenspace (?)



Urban greening



Greening the grey



A new infrastructure



Green communities



For people and wildlife



A park at its heart



Reshaping the city



A green legacy



Restoring rivers



Reclaiming the streets



Shout it from the rooftops



Green infrastructure has particular 

resonance in urban areas because the 

use of space needs to be optimised to 

maximise sustainability.



We need the natural environment to be 

part of the city, not apart from the city. 

Green infrastructure provides the 

argument for ensuring this, over and 

above the case for conserving nature 

for its intrinsic value.


