
Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 - Licensing Statistics 1 January - 31 December 2008 - All Birds

Listed by licence purpose 
[x] denotes incomplete data

Licenced number of birds/nests/eggs to 
be taken Actual number of birds/nests/eggs taken

Species Taxonomic 
name

Licensing 
reason, e.g. in 
the interest of 
public health 

and safety

Permitted 
activity e.g. 

destruction of 
nests

Permitted 
method e.g. by 

hand

Number of 
licences 
issued 

Eggs Nests Killed Captured Eggs Nests Killed Captured

Reason: For the protection of wild flora and fauna
Barnacle 
Goose 

Branta 
leucopsis 

Conservation Destroy As Appropriate 2 350 

Black-Headed 
Gull Larus 

ridibundus 

Conservation Destroy As Appropriate, 
Pricking 

6 760 

Black-Necked 
Grebe 

Podiceps 
nigricollis 

Conservation Disturb As Appropriate 2

Blue Tit Parus 
caeruleus 

Conservation Take Cage trap 1 2 [0]

Canada Goose 

Branta 
canadensis 

Conservation Destroy Liquid Paraffin, 
Liquid Paraffin 
And Pricking, 

Pricking 

15 2170 

Canada Goose Branta 
canadensis 

Conservation Destroy Eggs Liquid Paraffin 
And Pricking

1 75 29

Canada Goose 
Branta 

canadensis 

Conservation Kill As Appropriate, 
Shooting 

3 400 

Cirl Bunting 
Emberiza cirlus 

Conservation Disturb, Take 
And Possess 

Hand 1

Cormorant Phalacrocorax 
carbo 

Conservation Destroy As Appropriate 1 0 0

Cormorant Phalacrocorax 
carbo 

Conservation Kill Shooting 1 10 0

Egyptian 
Goose 

Alopochen 
aegyptiacus 

Conservation Destroy Pricking 1 100 

Greylag Goose 
Anser anser 

Conservation Destroy Pricking 5 1400 

Hen Harrier 
Circus cyaneus 

Conservation Take Nest 
Examination 

1 0 



Little Ringed 
Plover Charadrius 

dubius 

Conservation Disturb As Appropriate, 
Hand, 

Observation 

4

Little Tern 
Sterna albifrons 

Conservation Disturb Observation 1

Mallard Duck
Anas 

platyrhynchos

Conservation Take Eggs to 
rear & release

By hand 1 20 0

Montagu'S 
Harrier 

Circus 
pygargus 

Conservation Take Nest 
Examination 

1 0 

Red Kite 
Milvus milvus 

Conservation Disturb, Take 
And Possess 

Hand 1

Red Kite 
Milvus milvus 

Conservation Possess As Appropriate 1 35 

Red Kite 
Milvus milvus 

Conservation Take And 
Possess 

Hand 1

Ruddy Duck Oxyura 
jamaicensis

Conservation Destroy Eggs Liquid paraffin 1 50 [0]

Ruddy Duck Oxyura 
jamaicensis

Conservation Kill Shooting 1 1500 [0]

Ruddy Duck Oxyura 
jamaicensis

Conservation Kill Trap or net 1 50 [0]

Stone Curlew Burhinus 
oedicnemus 

Conservation Take Hand, Nest 
Examination 

2 0 

Woodlark 
Lullula arborea 

Conservation Disturb Observation 1

Reason: In the interest of air safety
Black headed 

gull Larus ridibundus
Preserving 
public air 

safety

Kill under 
General 
Licence

Shooting 1 3

Black headed 
gull Larus ridibundus

Preserving 
public air 

safety

Kill Shooting 1 6 [0]

Buzzard
Buteo buteo

Preserving 
public air 

safety

Kill Shooting 2 11 [0]

Canada goose
Branta 

canadensis

Preserving 
public air 

safety

Kill under 
General 
Licence

Shooting 1 10

Canada goose
Branta 

canadensis

Preserving 
public air 

safety

Prohibited 
Method

Lethal Injection 1 Not 
specified

87

Carrion Crow Corvus corone 
corone 

Preserving 
public air 

safety

Kill under 
General 
Licence

Shooting 1 3 1 7



Common gull Larus canus
Preserving 
public air 

safety

Kill under 
General 
Licence

Shooting 1 71

Curlew Numenius 
arquata

Preserving 
public air 

safety

Take and 
release

By hand 3 8 [0]

Curlew Numenius 
arquata

Preserving 
public air 

safety

Destroy Eggs By hand 9 93 [30]

Curlew Numenius 
arquata

Preserving 
public air 

safety

Kill  Shooting 10 79 [13]

Feral pigeon Columba livia
Preserving 
public air 

safety

Kill under 
General 
Licence

Shooting 1 9

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea
Preserving 
public air 

safety

Kill  Shooting 2 9 5

Greylag Goose 
Anser anser 

Preserving 
public air 

safety

Kill Shooting 2 30 0

Greylag Goose 
Anser anser 

Preserving 
public air 

safety

Destroy Eggs Liquid Paraffin 
and Pricking

2 55 26

Jackdaw Corvus 
monedula 

Preserving 
public air 

safety

Kill under 
General 
Licence

Shooting 1 16

Kestrel Falco 
tinnunculus

Preserving 
public air 

safety

Destroy Eggs Liquid Paraffin 
and Pricking

1 24 0

Kestrel Falco 
tinnunculus

Preserving 
public air 

safety

Destroy Nests By Hand 1 4 1

Lapwing
Vanellus 
vanellus

Preserving 
public air 

safety

Kill under 
General 
Licence

Shooting 1 19 5 8

Magpie Pica pica Preserving Kill under Shooting 1 6
Mallard

Anas 
platyrhynchos

Preserving 
public air 

safety

Kill under 
General 
Licence

Shooting 1 6

Mute Swan
Cygnus olor

Preserving 
public air 

safety

Take Trap and 
translocate

1 2 0

Oystercatcher
Haematopus 
ostralegus

Preserving 
public air 

safety

Kill under 
General 
Licence

Shooting 1



d

Oystercatcher
Haematopus 
ostralegus

Preserving 
public air 

safety

Take and 
Release

Trap or net 3 5 [0]

Oystercatcher
Haematopus 
ostralegus

Preserving 
public air 

safety

Destroy Nests By Hand 1 4 0

Oystercatcher
Haematopus 
ostralegus

Preserving 
public air 

safety

Kill Shooting 4 14 [4]

Peregrine 
Falcon Falco 

peregrinus

Preserving 
public air 

safety

Disturbance n/a 1

Rook Corvus 
frugilegus 

Preserving 
public air 

safety

Kill under 
General 
Licence

Shooting 1 60 189

Starling Sturnus vulgaris
Preserving 
public air 

safety

Kill under 
General 
Licence

Shooting 1 57

Stock Dove Columba oenas
Preserving 
public air 

safety

Kill Shooting 1 10 [0]

Wood pigeon Columba 
palumbus 

Preserving 
public air 

safety

Kill under 
General 
Licence

Shooting 1 339

Reason: In the interest of public health
Barnacle 
Goose 

Branta 
leucopsis 

Preserving 
public health Destroy Eggs

Liquid Paraffin & 
Pricking 2 625 313

Barnacle 
Goose 

Branta 
leucopsis 

Preserving 
public health Destroy Eggs

Pricking
1 150 105

Barnacle 
Goose 

Branta 
leucopsis 

Preserving 
public health Prohibited Metho Lethal Injection 1 50 18

Blackbird
Turdus merula 

Preserving 
public health Take Trap or net 3 4 [2]

Blue Tit Parus 
caeruleus 

Preserving 
public health Take & release Trap or net 1 1 0

Blue Tit Parus 
caeruleus 

Preserving 
public health Kill Shooting 1 1 0

Egyptian Goose
Alopochen 

aegyptiacus
Preserving 

public health Destroy Eggs Pricking 1 100 60
Egyptian Goose Alopochen 

aegyptiacus
Preserving 

public health
Kill Shooting 2 62 [10]

Feral Pigeon
Columba livia

Preserving 
public health

Prohibited 
Method

Alphacloralose 2 Not 
specified

1

Greylag Goose 
Anser anser 

Preserving 
public health

Kill Shooting 18 671 [218]

Greylag Goose 
Anser anser 

Preserving 
public health

Destroy Eggs Liquid Paraffin 5 700 [351]



Greylag Goose 
Anser anser 

Preserving 
public health

Destroy Eggs Liquid Paraffin & 
Pricking

15 4600 [1741]

Greylag Goose 
Anser anser 

Preserving 
public health

Destroy Eggs Pricking 1 25 0

House Sparrow Passer 
Domesticus 

Preserving 
public health

Take By trap or net 28 258 [15]

House Sparrow Passer 
Domesticus 

Preserving 
public health

Destroy Nests By hand 5 78 [5]

House Sparrow Passer 
Domesticus 

Preserving 
public health

Kill Shooting 23 86 [38]

Mallard Duck Anas 
platyrhynchos

Preserving 
public health

Destroy Eggs Liquid Paraffin 1 50 42

Mallard Duck Anas 
platyrhynchos

Preserving 
public health

Destroy Eggs Liquid Paraffin & 
Pricking

6 3050 739

Mallard Duck Anas 
platyrhynchos

Preserving 
public health

Destroy Eggs Pricking 2 2000 1249

Mallard Duck Anas 
platyrhynchos

Preserving 
public health

Destroy Eggs By hand 3 165 [14]

Mallard Duck Anas 
platyrhynchos

Preserving 
public health

Take and 
release

Net or hand 3 900 [113]

Moorhen Gallinula Preserving Destroy Eggs Liquid Paraffin & 1 200 77
Moorhen

chloropus
Gallinula 
chloropus

Preserving 
public health

Destroy Eggs Pricking 1 700 327

Moorhen Gallinula 
chloropus

Preserving 
public health

Destroy Nests By hand 1 12 6

Mute Swan
Cygnus olor

Preserving 
public health

Destroy Nests By hand 1 5 1

Robin Erithacus 
rubecula 

Preserving 
public health

Take Cage trap 7 11 [4]

Robin Erithacus 
rubecula 

Preserving 
public health

Take and 
release

Trap or net 2 3 [0]

Robin Erithacus 
rubecula 

Preserving 
public health

Destroy Nests By hand 2 1 2

Robin Erithacus 
rubecula 

Preserving 
public health

Kill Shooting 3 7 [0]

Starling Sturnus 
vulgaris 

Preserving 
public health

Take By trap or net 3 101 [0]

Starling Sturnus Preserving Destroy Nests By hand 4 28 [20]
Starling

vulgaris
Sturnus 
vulgaris 

Preserving 
public health

Kill Shooting 4 26 13

Stock Dove Columba oenas
Preserving 

public health
Destroy Nests By hand 1 8 [0]

Stock Dove Columba oenas
Preserving 

public health
Kill Shooting 1 20 [0]

Reason: In the interest of public health and safety
Coot

Fulica atra
Preserving 

public safety Destroy Eggs By Hand 2 110 0



Greylag Goose 
Anser anser 

Preserving 
public safety

Kill Shooting 1 15 0

Greylag Goose 
Anser anser 

Preserving 
public safety

Destroy Eggs Liquid Paraffin & 
Pricking

1 100 40

House Sparrow Passer 
domesticus 

Preserving 
public safety

Take Cage trap 1 20 2

House Sparrow Passer 
domesticus 

Preserving 
public safety

Destroy Nests By Hand 1 10 1

Mallard Duck Anas 
platyrhynchos

Preserving 
public safety

Destroy Eggs By Hand 2 110 0

Moorhen Gallinula 
chloropus

Preserving 
public safety

Destroy Eggs By Hand 3 111 3

Mute Swan
Cygnus olor

Preserving 
public safety

Take Trap and 
translocate

2 4 2

Robin Erithacus 
rubecula 

Preserving 
public safety

Kill Shooting 1 1 1

Starling Sturnus 
vulgaris 

Preserving 
public safety

Take and 
Release

Trap or net 1 20 3

Starling Sturnus 
vulgaris 

Preserving 
public safety

Destroy Nests By Hand 2 60 1

Swallow
Hirundo rustica

Preserving 
public safety

Destroy Nests By Hand 1 1 3

Wren Troglodytes 
troglodytes 

Preserving 
public safety

Destroy Nests By Hand 1 1 1

Reason: For the purpose of research and teaching

Any Wild Bird

Aves

Science and 
Education 

Disturb 
Schedule 1 
Birds and 

Take/Release 
eggs/chicks 

As appropriate 1

Any Wild Bird

Aves

Science and 
Education 

Disturb 
Schedule 1 

Birds, 
Take/Release 
birds/feathers/
eggs and Use 
of Prohibited 

Method to take 
birds

Ringing, 
Marking or 
examining

1

Avocet Recurvirostra 
Avosetta 

Photography Disturb Camera & Hide 1 1 

Avocet Recurvirostra 
Avosetta 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Observation 5

Avocet Recurvirostra 
Avosetta 

Science and 
Education 

Take Nest 
Examination 

1 0 



Barn Owl 

Tyto alba 

Photography Disturb Camera, 
Camera & Hide, 

Camera With 
Flash, 

Observation, 
Video Camera 

(Low Light) 

37 30 

Barn Owl 

Tyto alba 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Nest 
Examination, 
Observation, 
Tape Player 

Containing Bird 
Calls, Video 

Camera (Low 
Light) 

172 1 

Barn Owl 
Tyto alba 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb, Take 
And Possess 

Hand 2

Barn Owl 
Tyto alba 

Science and 
Education 

Take Hand, Nest 
Examination 

13 0 

Barn Owl 
Tyto alba 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

Hand 3 0 

Bearded Tit Panurus 
biarmicus 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Observation 2

Bittern Botaurus 
stellaris 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Observation 2

Black Redstart Phoenicurus 
ochruros 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Observation 3

Black-Tailed 
Godwit Limosa limosa 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Observation 1

Blackbird 
Turdus merula 

Science and 
Education 

Take Hand 1 20 

Blackbird 
Turdus merula 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

Hand 1 0 

Blue Tit Parus 
caeruleus 

Science and 
Education 

Take Hand 2 20 

Blue Tit Parus 
caeruleus 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Destroy 

Hand 1 45 

Blue Tit Parus 
caeruleus 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

Hand, Mist Nets 7 347 360 

Blue Tit 
Parus 

caeruleus 

Science and 
Education 

Take, Possess 
& Kill 

Hand 2 50 

Carrion Crow Corvus corone 
corone 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

As Appropriate 1

Carrion Crow 
Corvus corone 

corone 

Science and 
Education 

Take, Possess 
& Kill 

Hand 2 50 



Chaffinch Fringilla 
coelebs 

Science and 
Education 

Take Hand 1 20 

Coal Tit 
Parus ater 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

Hand, Mist Nets 
Or Baited Walk-

In Traps 

2 0 

Coal Tit 
Parus ater 

Science and 
Education 

Take, Possess 
& Kill 

Hand, Mist Nets 
Or Baited Walk-

In Traps 

3 66 

Cormorant Phalacrocorax 
carbo 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

Hand 1 7 

Crossbill Loxia 
curvirostra 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Observation 1

Crossbill Loxia 
curvirostra 

Science and 
Education 

Take Nest 
Examination 

1 0 

Dartford 
Warbler Sylvia undata 

Photography Disturb Camera & Hide 5 2 

Dipper 
Cinclus cinclus 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Destroy 

Hand 1 25 

Dotterel Charadrius 
morinellus 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Observation 1

Dunnock Prunella 
modularis 

Science and 
Education 

Take Hand 1 20 

Dunnock Prunella 
modularis 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

Hand 1 0 

Feral Pigeon 
Columba livia 

Science and 
Education 

Take, Possess 
& Kill 

Hand & 
Appropriate 

Trap 

1 160 

Firecrest Regulus 
Ignicapillus 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Observation 1

Firecrest Regulus 
Ignicapillus 

Science and 
Education 

Take Nest 
Examination 

1 0 

Garganey Anas 
querquedula 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Observation 1

Goshawk 
Accipiter 
gentilis 

Photography Disturb Camera, 
Camera & Hide 

3 3 

Goshawk 

Accipiter 
gentilis 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Nest 
Examination, 
Observation, 

Video Camera 
(Low Light) 

17 1 

Goshawk Accipiter 
gentilis 

Science and 
Education 

Take Nest 
Examination 

4 0 

Goshawk Accipiter 
gentilis 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

Hand 2 0 

Great Tit 
Parus major 

Science and 
Education 

Take Hand 3 50 



Great Tit 
Parus major 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Destroy 

Hand 1 45 

Great Tit 

Parus major 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

Hand, Mist Nets, 
Mist Nets Or 

Baited Walk-In 
Traps 

9 349 360 

Great Tit 
Parus major 

Science and 
Education 

Take, Possess 
& Kill 

Hand, Mist Nets 
Or Baited Walk-

In Traps 

4 68 

Greenfinch 
Carduelis 
chloris 

Science and 
Education 

Take, Possess 
& Kill 

Mist Nets 1 50 

Hen Harrier 
Circus cyaneus 

Photography Disturb Camera, Video 
Camera (Low 

Light) 

5 5 

Hen Harrier 
Circus cyaneus 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Nest 
Examination, 
Observation 

10

Hen Harrier 
Circus cyaneus 

Science and 
Education 

Take Nest 
Examination 

3 0 

Hen Harrier 
Circus cyaneus 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

Hand 1 0 

Herring Gull Larus 
argentatus 

Science and 
Education 

Take Hand 1 40 

Hobby 
Falco subbuteo 

Photography Disturb Camera & Hide 10 10 

Hobby 
Falco subbuteo 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Nest 
Examination, 
Observation 

10

Hobby 
Falco subbuteo 

Science and 
Education 

Take Nest 
Examination 

3 0 

Hobby 
Falco subbuteo 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

Hand 2 0 

Honey Buzzard 
Pernis apivorus 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Observation 11

Honey Buzzard 
Pernis apivorus 

Science and 
Education 

Take Nest 
Examination 

1 0 

House 
Sparrow 

Passer 
domesticus 

Science and 
Education 

Take Hand 1 20 

House 
Sparrow Passer 

domesticus 

Science and 
Education 

Take And Kill Cervical 
Dislocation, Mist 

Nets 

1 60 

House 
Sparrow 

Passer 
domesticus 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

Hand, Mist Nets 6 80 

Jackdaw Corvus 
monedula 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

As Appropriate 1



Jackdaw 
Corvus 

monedula 

Science and 
Education 

Take, Possess 
& Kill 

Hand 2 50 

Jay Garrulus 
glandarius 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

As Appropriate 1

Jay 
Garrulus 

glandarius 

Science and 
Education 

Take, Possess 
& Kill 

Hand 2 50 

Kingfisher 

Alcedo atthis 

Photography Disturb Camera, 
Camera & Hide, 

Camera With 
Flash 

51 41 

Kingfisher 
Alcedo atthis 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Nest 
Examination, 
Observation 

5

Little Ringed 
Plover 

Charadrius 
dubius 

Photography Disturb Camera & Hide 12 13 

Little Ringed 
Plover 

Charadrius 
dubius 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Observation 8

Little Ringed 
Plover 

Charadrius 
dubius 

Science and 
Education 

Take Nest 
Examination 

1 0 

Little Tern 
Sterna albifrons 

Photography Disturb Observation 1 1 

Little Tern 
Sterna albifrons 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Observation 6

Little Tern 
Sterna albifrons 

Science and 
Education 

Take Nest 
Examination 

1 0 

Little Tern 
Sterna albifrons 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

Hand 1 0 

Long-Tailed Tit Aegithalos 
caudatus 

Science and 
Education 

Take Hand 1 20 

Magpie 
Pica pica 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

As Appropriate 1

Magpie 
Pica pica 

Science and 
Education 

Take, Possess 
& Kill 

Hand, Hand & 
Appropriate 

Trap 

3 120 

Marsh Harrier Circus 
aeruginosus 

Photography Disturb Camera & Hide 6 2 

Marsh Harrier Circus 
aeruginosus 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Observation 2

Mediterranean 
Gull 

Larus 
melanocephalus

 

Photography Disturb Camera & Hide 1 1 

Mediterranean 
Gull 

Larus 
melanocephalus

 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Observation 1



Merlin 
Falco 

columbarius 

Photography Disturb Camera, 
Camera & Hide 

5 5 

Merlin 

Falco 
columbarius 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Nest 
Examination, 
Observation, 

Video Camera 
(Low Light) 

11 1 

Merlin Falco 
columbarius 

Science and 
Education 

Take Nest 
Examination 

2 0 

Merlin Falco 
columbarius 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

Hand 1 0 

Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta 
monachus 

Science and 
Education 

Destroy As Appropriate 6 200 0 

Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta 
monachus 

Science and 
Education 

Take And Kill Hand, Hand Net 2 280 280 

Monk Parakeet 

Myiopsitta 
monachus 

Science and 
Education 

Take, Possess 
& Kill 

Cage Traps, 
Hand Net, 

Shooting, Tape 
Player 

Containing Bird 
Calls, Whoosh 

Net 

4 850 

Montagu'S 
Harrier 

Circus 
pygargus 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Observation 4

Montagu'S 
Harrier 

Circus 
pygargus 

Science and 
Education 

Take Hand, Nest 
Examination 

3 0 

Osprey Pandion 
haliaetus 

Photography Disturb Camera & Hide 2

Osprey Pandion 
haliaetus 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Observation 1

Peregrine 

Falco 
peregrinus 

Photography Disturb As Appropriate, 
Camera, 

Camera & Hide 

12 12 

Peregrine Falco 
peregrinus 

Photography Disturb And 
Take 

Camera & Hide 2 2 

Peregrine 
Falco 

peregrinus 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Nest 
Examination, 
Observation 

23

Peregrine Falco 
peregrinus 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb And 
Take 

Observation 2

Peregrine Falco 
peregrinus 

Science and 
Education 

Take Hand, Nest 
Examination 

10 0 

Peregrine Falco 
peregrinus 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

Hand 3 3 



Pied Wagtail 
Motacilla alba 

Science and 
Education 

Injure Hand 1

Red Kite 
Milvus milvus 

Photography Disturb Camera, 
Camera & Hide 

4 4 

Red Kite 

Milvus milvus 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Observation, 
Observation & 

Nest 
Examination 

11

Red Kite 
Milvus milvus 

Science and 
Education 

Possess Hand 1 1 

Red-Backed 
Shrike Lanius collurio 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Observation 1

Reed Warbler Acrocephalus 
scirpaceus 

Science and 
Education 

Take Hand 1 20 

Ring-Necked 
Parakeet 

Psittacula 
krameri 

Science and 
Education 

Kill Shooting 1 1 

Robin Erithacus 
rubecula 

Science and 
Education 

Take Hand 1 20 

Robin Erithacus 
rubecula 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

Hand 1 0 

Rook Corvus 
frugilegus 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

Hand 2 30 

Rook 
Corvus 

frugilegus 

Science and 
Education 

Take, Possess 
& Kill 

Hand 2 50 

Roseate Tern 
Sterna dougallii 

Photography Disturb Camera & Hide 1

Siskin Carduelis 
spinus 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

Mist Nets 1

Song Thrush Turdus 
philomelos 

Science and 
Education 

Take Hand 1 20 

Spotted 
Flycatcher 

Muscicapa 
striata 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

Hand 1 0 

Starling Sturnus 
vulgaris 

Photography Take And 
Possess 

Hand 2

Starling 
Sturnus 
vulgaris 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb, Take 
And Possess 

Appropriate Net 
Or Trap 

1

Starling Sturnus 
vulgaris 

Science and 
Education 

Take Hand 1 20 

Starling 
Sturnus 
vulgaris 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

Hand, Walk In 
Traps, Whoosh 

Net 

3 0 

Starling 
Sturnus 
vulgaris 

Science and 
Education 

Take, Possess 
& Kill 

Hand, Whoosh 
Net 

2 122 



Stock Dove 
Columba oenas 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

Hand 1 0 

Stone Curlew Burhinus 
oedicnemus 

Photography Disturb Camera & Hide 4 3 

Stone Curlew Burhinus 
oedicnemus 

Science and 
Education 

Disturb Observation 1

Stone Curlew Burhinus 
oedicnemus 

Science and 
Education 

Take Nest 
Examination 

1 0 

Swift 
Apus apus 

Science and 
Education 

Take Hand 1 20 

Woodlark 
Lullula arborea 

Photography Disturb Camera & Hide 9 9 

Wren Troglodytes 
troglodytes 

Science and 
Education 

Take And 
Possess 

Hand 1 0 

Reason: To permit, under strictly supervised condition and on a selective basis, the judicious use of certain birds in small numbers - falconry, sale and human consumption.

Barn Owl Tyto alba For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence

n/a 1 75

Bearded 
Reedling

Panurus 
biamicus

Sale of captive 
bred species 
not fitted with 
correct ring

Sale n/a 2

Black headed 
gull Larus ridibundus

For purposes 
of falconry

Take Falconry 1 10 3

Black headed 
gull Larus ridibundus For purposes 

of aviculture
Destroy Eggs Liquid Paraffin 

and Pricking
1 1000 208

Black headed 
gull Larus ridibundus

For human 
consumption

Take & Sale By Hand 26 77200 40399

Black headed 
gull Larus ridibundus

For human 
consumption

Sale n/a 9 number 
not 

specified

64525

Blackbird Turdus merula For purposes 
of falconry

Take Falconry 12 167 43

Blackbird Turdus merula For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 3

Black-throated 
diver Gavia arctica For purposes 

of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 1

Blue tit Parus caeruleus For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 2



Brambling Fringilla 
montifringilla

Sale of captive 
bred species 
not fitted with 
correct ring

Sale n/a 1

Bullfinch Pyrrhula 
pyrrhula

Sale of captive 
bred species 
not fitted with 
correct ring

Sale n/a 4

Bullfinch Pyrrhula 
pyrrhula

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 2

Buzzard Buteo buteo
For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 3

Canada goose Branta 
Canadensis 

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 1

Carrion Crow Corvus corone 
corone 

For purposes 
of falconry

Take Falconry 9 152 18

Carrion Crow Corvus corone 
corone 

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 17

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 2

Collared Dove Streptopelia 
decaocto

For purposes 
of falconry

Take Falconry 1 15 1

Common gull Larus canus For purposes 
of falconry

Take Falconry 1 10 0

Coot Fulica atra For purposes 
of aviculture

Destroy Eggs Liquid Paraffin 
and Pricking

5 330 175

Coot Fulica atra For purposes 
of aviculture

Kill Shooting 5 60 19

Cormorant Phalacrocorax 
carbo

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 1

Cuckoo Cuculus 
canorus

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 1

Dunnock Prunella 
modularis

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 2 2

Egyptian goose Alopochen 
aegyptiacus

For purposes 
of aviculture

Kill Shooting 1 10 6



European 
Goldeneye

Bucephala 
clangula

Sale of captive 
bred species 
not fitted with 
correct ring

Sale n/a 1

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris For purposes 
of falconry

Take Falconry 3 25 0

Fulmar Fulmarus 
glacialis

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 1

Goldcrest Regulus regulus For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 2

Goldfinch Carduelis 
carduelis

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 6

Goosander Mergus 
merganser

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 2

Great black 
backed gull Larus marinus For purposes 

of falconry
Take Falconry 1 5 2

Great crested 
grebe

Podiceps 
cristatus

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 2

Great spotted 
woodpecker

Dendrocopos 
major

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 4

Green 
woodpecker Picus viridis For purposes 

of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 6

Greenfinch Carduelis chloris For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 5

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 5

Grey partridge Perdix perdix
For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 5

Hooded crow Corvus corone 
cornix

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 1

Herring gull Larus 
Argentatus 

For purposes 
of falconry

Take Falconry 2 22 19

House sparrow Passer 
domesticus

For purposes 
of falconry

Take Falconry 1 3 0

Jackdaw Corvus 
Monedula 

For purposes 
of falconry

Take Falconry 2 7 2



Jackdaw Corvus 
Monedula 

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 2

Jay Garrulus 
glandarius 

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 7

Kestrel Falco 
tinnunculus 

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 7

Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 
For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 8

Lapwing Vanellus 
vanellus

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 3

Lesser Redpoll Carduelis 
cabaret

Sale of captive 
bred species 
not fitted with 
correct ring

Sale n/a 6

Lesser spotted 
woodpecker

Dendrocopos 
minor

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 2

Linnet Carduelis 
cannabina

Sale of captive 
bred species 
not fitted with 
correct ring

Sale n/a 1

Little Auk Alle alle For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 1

Little Owl Athene noctua For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 12

Long eared Owl Asio otus For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 5

Longtailed tit Aegithalos 
caudatus

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 1

Magpie Pica Pica For purposes 
of falconry

Take Falconry 7 87 2

Magpie Pica Pica For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 10

Mallard Anas 
platyrhynchos

For purposes 
of falconry

Take Falconry 2 20 0



Mallard Anas 
platyrhynchos

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 5

Mallard Anas 
platyrhynchos

For purposes 
of aviculture

Destroy Eggs Liquid Paraffin 
and Pricking

5 1600 957

Mallard Anas 
platyrhynchos

For purposes 
of aviculture

Prohibited 
Method

Lethal Injection 2 100 100

Mallard Anas 
platyrhynchos

For purposes 
of aviculture

Kill Shooting 5 280 99

Meadow pipit Anthus 
pratensis

For purposes 
of falconry

Take Falconry 9 81 31

Mealy Redpoll Carduelis 
flammea

Sale of captive 
bred species 
not fitted with 
correct ring

Sale n/a 5

Merlin Falco 
columbarius

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 1

Mistle thrush Turdus 
viscivorus

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 1

Moorhen Gallinura 
chloropus

For purposes 
of falconry

Take Falconry 1 10 0

Moorhen Gallinura 
chloropus

For purposes 
of aviculture

Destroy Eggs Liquid Paraffin 
and Pricking

5 800 574

Moorhen Gallinura 
chloropus

For purposes 
of aviculture

Kill Shooting 4 120 39

Mute Swan Cygnus olor
For purposes 
of aviculture

Destroy Eggs Liquid Paraffin 
and Pricking

1 50 0

Mute Swan Cygnus olor
For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 5

Nuthatch Sitta europaea
For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 2

Pheasant Phasianus 
colchicus

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 7

Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 1

Ptarmigan Lagopus mutus
For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 1

Raven Corvus corax For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 1



e g

Raven Corvus corax

Sale of captive 
bred species 
not fitted with 
correct ring

Sale n/a 3

Red Grouse Lagopus 
lagopus scoticus

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 5

d legged partrid Alectoris rufa
For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 2

Redwing Turdus iliacus For purposes 
of falconry

Take Falconry 1 10 0

Redwing Turdus iliacus For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 1

Robin Erithacus 
rubecula

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 1

Rook Corvus 
frugilegus 

For purposes 
of falconry

Take Falconry 7 127 66

Rook Corvus 
frugilegus 

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 4

Scottish 
Crossbill Loxia scotica

Exhibition of 
captive bred 
species not 
fitted with 

correct ring

Exhibition n/a 1

Short eared 
Owl Asio flammeus For purposes 

of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 3

Shoveler Anas clypeata
For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 5

Siskin Carduelis spinus

Sale of captive 
bred species 
not fitted with 
correct ring

Sale n/a 1

Skylark Alauda arvensis For purposes 
of falconry

Take Falconry 18 205 68

Snipe Gallinago 
gallinago

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 1

Song Thrush Turdus 
philomelos

For purposes 
of falconry

Take Falconry 6 30 5



Sparrowhawk Accipter nisus
For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 10

Starling Sturnus 
vulgaris 

For purposes 
of falconry

Take Falconry 8 115 31

Starling Sturnus 
vulgaris 

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 1

Stonechat Saxicola 
torquata

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 1

Tawny Owl Strix aluco For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 37

Teal Anas crecca
For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 10

Treecreeper Certhia familiaris For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1  2

Twite Carduelis 
flavirostris

Sale of captive 
bred species 
not fitted with 
correct ring

Sale n/a 1

Wood pigeon Columba 
palumbus 

For purposes 
of falconry

Take Falconry 5 55 2

Woodcock Scolopax 
rusticola

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 6

Wren Troglodytes 
troglodytes

For purposes 
of taxidermy

Sale under 
General 
licence 

n/a 1 1

Reason: To prevent serious damage to crops
Brent goose

Branta bernicla

Preventing 
serious 

damage to 
crops

Kill Shooting 76 1121 [635]

Bullfinch
Pyrrhula 
pyrrhula

Preventing 
serious 

damage to 
crops

Kill Shooting 1 10 10

Canada goose
Branta 

Canadensis 

Preventing 
serious 

damage to 
crops

Use of 
Prohibited 

Method

Lethal Injection 1 Not 
specified

0



Coot

Fulica atra

Preventing 
serious 

damage to 
crops

Kill Shooting 1 20 17

Egyptian Goose

Alopochen 
aegyptiacus

Preventing 
serious 

damage to 
crops

Kill Shooting 1 50 [0]

Greylag Goose 

Anser anser 

Preventing 
serious 

damage to 
crops

Kill Shooting 53 1450 [761]

Greylag Goose 

Anser anser 

Preventing 
serious 

damage to 
crops

Destroy Eggs Liquid Paraffin 1 300 [0]

Greylag Goose 

Anser anser 

Preventing 
serious 

damage to 
crops

Destroy Eggs Liquid Paraffin & 
Pricking

17 2915 [1647]

Greylag Goose 

Anser anser 

Preventing 
serious 

damage to 
crops

Destroy Eggs Pricking 8 2525 [433]

Greylag Goose 

Anser anser 

Preventing 
serious 

damage to 
crops

Destroy Eggs By hand 2 120 [0]

Moorhen
Gallinula 
chloropus

Preventing 
serious 

damage to 
crops

Kill Shooting 1 20 20

Mute Swan

Cygnus olor

Preventing 
serious 

damage to 
crops

Destroy Eggs Pricking 1 50 15

Parakeet
Psittacula 
krameri

Preventing 
serious 

damage to 
crops

Kill Shooting 2 106 94

Pink-footed 
goose Anser 

brachyrhynchus

Preventing 
serious 

damage to 
crops

Kill Shooting 3 55 [0]

Starling
Sturnus 
vulgaris 

Preventing 
serious 

damage to 
crops

Kill Shooting 5 500 346



Wigeon

Anas penelope

Preventing 
serious 

damage to 
crops

Kill Shooting 1 30 0

Wigeon

Anas penelope

Preventing 
serious 

damage to 
crops

Kill during 
Sunday Ban

Shooting 1 10 0

Reason: To prevent serious damage to fisheries
Cormorant

Phalacrocorax 
carbo

Preventing 
Serious 

Damage to 
Fisheries

Kill Shooting 356 1893 [1458]

Goosander
Mergus 

merganser

Preventing 
Serious 

Damage to 
Fisheries

Kill Shooting 15 88 [54]

Grey Heron

Ardea cinerea

Preventing 
Serious 

Damage to 
Fisheries

Kill Shooting 30 116 [80]

Reason: To prevent serious damage to livestock
Raven

Corvus corax

Preventing 
Serious 

Damage to 
Livestock

Kill Shooting 1 4 0

Reason: To prevent the spread of disease
Mallard Duck

Anas 
platyrhynchos

Preventing the 
Spread of 
Disease

Kill Shooting 1 80 [0]

Starling
Sturnus 
vulgaris 

Preventing the 
Spread of 
Disease

Kill Shooting 3 200 [0]
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