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Welsh MPAs

Å8 Special Areas of 

Conservation 

Å1 fully marine SPA (+4)

Å> 0.5 million ha

ÅPembs Marine 200k ha

Å1 Marine Nature 

Reserve



Establishing good monitoring is the 

cornerstone of adaptive management

ééand therefore MPA success



ÅWithout monitoring:
ïwe donôt know whether management is 

working;

ÅMPA

ÅMPA network

ÅRegional Sea

ÅEcosystems

ÅNational Sea

ïwe donôt know if important habitats and 
species are in favourable condition

é.or even if they are still there!

ïWe are unable to demonstrate benefits



ñWe believe very strongly in the Welsh Assembly 

Government in strengthening our evidence base, in 

using science expertise to help us meet the current 

environmental challenges in the context of 

sustainable development. ñ

ñThe collection of long term data  sets is a particularly 

important part of the provision of credible and 

objective evidence to support the development of 

management é..[and]éé key indicators for the 

various environmental pressures. ñ

ÅRelevant

ÅCredible and objective

ÅLong-term

Minister Davidson (Environment)  

in Bangor this year

Dolphin (Peter Evans)



Relevant performance 

indicators

(Davies 2001;

Pomeroy, Parks & Watson 2004)



Threat-based performance 

indicators

We can choose the Performance 

Indicators that tell us most about 

threats 

Bait digging ïGann Flats  (Aethne Cook) Sargassum muticum (Monica Jones)
Algal mats ïCosheston Pill  (Chris Uttley)


