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Explanatory Note
Section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 - Habitats and Species of Principal Importance in England
Purpose and use of the England Biodiversity List

The England Biodiversity List has been developed to meet the requirements of Section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006).  This legislation requires the Secretary of State to publish a list of species of flora and fauna and habitats considered to be of principal importance for the purpose of conserving biodiversity.
The S41 list will be used to guide decision-makers such as public bodies, including local and regional authorities, in implementing their duty under section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 “to have regard” to the conservation of biodiversity in England, when carrying out their normal functions.  In particular:
· Regional Planning Bodies and Local Planning Authorities will use it to identify the species and habitats that should be afforded priority when applying the requirements of Planning Policy Statement 9 (PPS9) to maintain, restore and enhance species and habitats.

· Local Planning Authorities will use it to identify the species and habitats that require specific consideration in dealing with planning and development control, recognising that under PPS the aim of planning decisions should be to avoid harm to all biodiversity.
· All Public Bodies will use it to identify species or habitats that should be given priority when implementing the NERC Section 40 duty.

An analysis of seven key sectors which will, in particular, want to consider how relevant the list is to them is at Annex A.
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Habitats of Principal Importance
Fifty-six habitats of principal importance are included on the S41 list.  These are all the habitats in England that have been identified as requiring action in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP).  They range from habitats such as upland hay meadows to lowland mixed deciduous woodland and from freshwater habitats such as ponds to marine habitats such as subtidal sands and gravels.   

Species of Principal Importance

There are 943 species of principal importance included on the S41 list.  These are the species found in England which have been identified as requiring action under the UK BAP.  In addition, the Hen Harrier has also been included on the List because without continued conservation action it is unlikely that the Hen Harrier population will increase from its current very low levels in England.

Table 1. Species and Habitats of Principal Importance in England
	Category
	Group
	Number

	Terrestrial/Freshwater/Coastal Species
	Amphibians/Reptiles
	10

	
	Birds
	49

	
	Fish
	14

	
	Mammals
	17

	
	Invertebrates
	379

	
	Lower plants and fungi
	250

	
	Vascular plants
	152

	
	Total
	865

	Terrestrial/Freshwater/Coastal Habitats
	Arable and horticulture
	2

	
	Boundary
	1

	
	Coastal
	6

	
	Freshwater
	6

	
	Grassland
	6

	
	Heathland
	3

	
	Inland rock
	4

	
	Wetland
	6

	
	Woodland
	6

	
	Total
	40

	Marine Species
	Marine mammals
	17

	
	Marine reptiles
	2

	
	Marine fish
	34

	
	Marine invertebrates
	19

	
	Marine algae
	6

	
	Total
	78

	Marine Habitats
	Marine habitats
	16

	
	Total
	16


The attached Excel Spreadsheet has the full list of habitats and species.  Habitats are grouped by broad habitat (for example grassland, heathland, woodland) whilst species are ordered by taxonomic groupings (for example amphibian, mammal, butterfly) with the scientific name first and common name second.   The List can be downloaded from: http://www.ukbap-reporting.org.uk.
The National Biodiversity Network (NBN) http://www.searchnbn.net/ provides distribution maps and UK wildlife data that can be downloaded by using a variety of interactive tools.  The Geosearching facility can be used to zoom into any area of interest to find species recorded.
Relationship with the biodiversity duty under Section 40 of the NERC Act 
There is a general biodiversity duty in the NERC Act (Section 40) which requires every public body in the exercising of its functions to ‘have regard, so far as is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity’.  

There is no direct relationship between the Section 41 duty on the Secretary of State to publish the list and promote the taking of steps to conserve the habitats and species on it, and the Section 40 duty on public bodies to have regard to the purpose of conserving biodiversity.  Importantly:

(a)  Biodiversity, as covered by the Section 40 duty includes all biodiversity and not just the habitats and species of principal importance.  However, there is an expectation that public bodies would refer to the S41 list when complying with the section 40 duty.  

(b)  The duty on the Secretary of State to promote the taking of steps by others is not restricted to public bodies.

Defra guidance for local authorities and public bodies on implementing the new biodiversity duty in the NERC Act draws attention to the S41 list, emphasising that local authorities and public bodies have a role to play in ensuring the protection of these species and habitats.  Copies of the guidance can be downloaded from:  www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/biodiversity/index.htm
Relationship with the UK Biodiversity List of Species and Habitats
In 2007, the UK Biodiversity Partnership published a new list of priority UK species and habitats.  This contains 1149 species and 67 habitats covering terrestrial, freshwater and marine biodiversity.

The UK BAP list of priority species and habitats is an important reference source and will be the focus for conservation action across the UK over the next decade.  It has been used to draw up the species and habitats of principal importance in England under S41 of the NERC Act.
The revised UK BAP list of priority species and habitats can be downloaded from the UK Biodiversity Website: http://www.ukbap.org.uk/NewPriorityList.aspx
ANNEX A

Sector Analysis

Seven sectors have been selected where public bodies and other stakeholders can make a significant contribution to biodiversity conservation.  Habitats and species relevant to each sector have been identified to help non-conservation professionals consider where the S41 list might apply to them.  Conservation of the selected habitats should benefit a wide range of species.  Some species have also been selected for the relevant sector because they tend to be widespread and conservation action for these particular species will also benefit other species.  The intention has been to keep the number of entries to a minimum to help encourage the use of the list in each sector.  Further consideration should also be given to S41 species with a restricted range that occur locally.

The sectors are set out below.  Some stakeholders will occur in more than one sector.
1. Land use planning
This sector is aimed at Local Planning Authorities and Regional Development Agencies with particular regard to their development control and planning casework, and contains the widespread habitats and species of particular significance across the sector.

2. Regional and local government
This sector includes the work undertaken by local and regional government in all its forms, such as forward/spatial planning at regional, sub-regional and local level.  It includes coastal management planning, transport and minerals planning and strategic planning for economic development and climate change.  It also covers the services provided by local and regional government such as sports and recreation provision and education, and the management of the associated estate, including open spaces, landscaping and built infrastructure itself.  It also includes all the estate managed by social housing providers.

3. Agriculture
This sector is aimed at agricultural land managers and those that influence the management of farmland such as food producers and retailers, National Trust, National Parks, AONBs, Local and Regional Government and Regional Development Agencies.

4. Freshwater
This sector is aimed at managers of the freshwater environment including the Environment Agency, British Waterways, the Broads Authority, water companies, Internal Drainage Boards, fisheries and navigation managers.

5. Forestry
This sector is aimed at woodland  managers and foresters such as the Forestry Commission, Local and Regional Government, private and commercial forestry.

6. Upland
This sector is aimed at upland land managers such as National Parks, the Forestry Commission, grouse moor managers, upland graziers, the water companies and others.

7. Marine
This sector is aimed at the Sea Fishery Committees, Chamber of Shipping, Crown Estates and related industry through associations such as Shellfish Association of Great Britain,  British Wind Energy Association, British Marine Aggregate Producers Association, SeaFish, National Federation of Sea Anglers, oil and gas producers and others.

1.
Land use planning sector

This sector is aimed at Local Planning Authorities and Regional Development Agencies with particular regard to their development control and planning casework, and contains the widespread habitats and species of particular significance across the sector.  Further consideration should also be given to the other S41 species and habitats which are of significance locally to each LPA but not highlighted here.   LPAs should also take into account protected species listed under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and the Habitat Regulations 1994.

	Habitats
	Species
	

	Eutrophic standing waters
	Caprimulgus europaeus
	Nightjar

	Mesotrophic lakes
	Lullula arborea
	Wood Lark

	Oligotrophic and dystrophic lakes
	Arvicola terrestris
	Water Vole

	Ponds
	Pipistrellus pygmaeus
	Soprano Pipistrelle

	Rivers
	Plecotus auritus
	Brown Long-eared Bat

	Hedgerows
	Rhinolophus ferrumequinum
	Greater Horseshoe Bat

	Traditional orchards
	Rhinolophus hipposideros
	Lesser Horseshoe Bat

	Lowland mixed deciduous woodland
	Anguis fragilis
	Slow-worm

	Lowland beech and yew woodland
	Lacerta vivipara
	Common Lizard

	Upland mixed ashwoods
	Triturus cristatus
	Great Crested Newt

	Upland oakwood
	Vipera berus
	Adder

	Wet woodland
	Cupido minimus
	Small Blue

	Wood-pasture and parkland
	Erynnis tages
	Dingy Skipper

	Lowland dry acid grassland
	Hipparchia semele
	Grayling

	Lowland calcareous grassland
	Lucanus cervus
	Stag Beetle

	Upland calcareous grassland
	Pyrgus malvae
	Grizzled Skipper

	Lowland meadows
	
	

	Upland hay meadows
	
	

	Purple moor grass and rush pastures
	
	

	Coastal and floodplain grazing marsh
	
	

	Blanket bog
	
	

	Lowland raised bog
	
	

	Lowland fens
	
	

	Upland flushes, fens and swamps
	
	

	Reedbeds
	
	

	Lowland heathland
	
	

	Upland heathland
	
	

	Calaminarian grasslands
	
	

	Inland rock outcrop and scree habitats
	
	

	Limestone pavements
	
	

	Open mosaic habitats on previously developed land
	
	

	Maritime cliff and slopes
	
	

	Coastal vegetated shingle
	
	

	Coastal sand dunes
	
	

	Coastal saltmarsh
	
	

	Intertidal mudflats
	
	

	Saline lagoons
	
	


2.
Regional and local government

This sector includes the work undertaken by local and regional government in all its forms, such as forward/spatial planning at regional, sub-regional and local level.  It includes coastal management planning, transport and minerals planning and strategic planning for economic development and climate change.  It also covers the services provided by local and regional government such as sports and recreation provision and education, and the management of the associated estate, including open spaces, landscaping and built infrastructure itself.  It also includes all the estate managed by social housing providers.

	Habitats
	Species
	

	Eutrophic standing waters
	Passer domesticus
	House Sparrow

	Mesotrophic lakes
	Prunella modularis
	Dunnock

	Oligotrophic and dystrophic lakes
	Sturnus vulgaris
	Starling

	Ponds
	Turdus philomelos
	Song Thrush

	Rivers
	Arvicola terrestris
	Water Vole

	Hedgerows
	Erinaceus europaeus
	Hedgehog

	Traditional orchards
	Nyctalus noctula
	Noctule 

	Lowland mixed deciduous woodland
	Pipistrellus pygmaeus
	Soprano Pipistrelle

	Lowland beech and yew woodland
	Phoca vitulina
	Common Seal

	Upland mixed ashwoods
	Plecotus auritus
	Brown Long-eared Bat

	Upland oakwood
	Rhinolophus ferrumequinum
	Greater Horseshoe Bat

	Wet woodland
	Rhinolophus hipposideros
	Lesser Horseshoe Bat

	Wood-pasture and parkland
	Anguis fragilis
	Slow-worm

	Lowland calcareous grassland
	Bufo bufo
	Common Toad

	Lowland dry acid grassland
	Coronella austriaca
	Smooth Snake

	Lowland meadows
	Lacerta vivipara
	Common Lizard

	Purple moor grass and rush pastures
	Triturus cristatus
	Great Crested Newt

	Upland calcareous grassland
	Vipera berus
	Adder

	Upland hay meadows
	Arctia caja
	Garden Tiger

	Blanket bog
	Coenonympha pamphilus
	Small Heath

	Coastal and floodplain grazing marsh
	Colletes halophilus
	Sea-aster Colletes Bee

	Lowland fens
	Cupido minimus
	Small Blue

	Lowland raised bog
	Erynnis tages
	Dingy Skipper

	Reedbeds
	Eucera longicornis
	Long-horned Bee

	Upland flushes, fens and swamps
	Hipparchia semele
	Grayling

	Lowland heathland
	Lasiommata megera
	Wall

	Mountain heaths and willow scrub
	Lucanus cervus
	Stag Beetle

	Upland heathland
	Ostrea edulis
	Native Oyster

	Calaminarian grasslands
	Plebejus argus
	Silver-studded Blue

	Inland rock outcrop and scree habitats
	Pyrgus malvae
	Grizzled Skipper

	Limestone pavements
	Shargacucullia lychnitis 


	Striped Lychnis

	Open mosaic habitats on previously developed land
	Spilosoma luteum
	Buff Ermine

	Coastal sand dunes
	Spilosoma lubricipeda
	White Ermine

	Coastal saltmarsh
	Tyria jacobaeae 


	Cinnabar

	Coastal vegetated shingle
	Tyta luctuosa
	Four-Spotted Moth

	Estuarine rocky habitats
	Salsa kali subsp. kali
	Prickly Saltwort

	Intertidal boulder communities
	
	

	Intertidal chalk
	
	

	Intertidal mudflats
	
	

	Maritime cliff and slopes
	
	

	Sabellaria alveolata reefs
	
	

	Saline lagoons
	
	

	Seagrass beds
	
	

	Sheltered muddy gravels
	
	

	Tide-swept channels
	
	


3.
Agriculture

This sector is aimed at agricultural land managers and those that influence the management of farmland such as food producers and retailers, National Trust, National Parks, AONBs, Local and Regional Government and Regional Development Agencies.

	Habitat
	Species
	

	Ponds
	Alauda arvensis
	Sky Lark

	Arable field margins
	Branta bernicla
	Dark-bellied Brent Goose

	Hedgerows
	Carduelis cannabina
	Linnet

	Traditional orchards
	Cuculus canorus canorus
	Common Cuckoo

	Wood-pasture and parkland
	Emberiza cirlus
	Cirl Bunting

	Lowland calcareous grassland
	Emberiza citrinella
	Yellowhammer

	Lowland dry acid grassland
	Emberiza schoeniclus
	Reed Bunting

	Purple moor grass and rush pastures
	Miliaria calandra
	Corn Bunting

	Lowland meadows
	Motacilla flava
	Yellow Wagtail

	Upland calcareous grassland
	Numenius arquata
	Curlew

	Upland hay meadows
	Passer montanus
	Tree Sparrow

	Coastal and floodplain grazing marsh
	Perdix perdix
	Grey Partridge

	Lowland fens
	Streptopelia turtur
	Turtle Dove

	Lowland heathland
	Sturnus vulgaris
	Starling

	Upland heathland
	Turdus philomelos
	Song Thrush

	Maritime cliff and slope
	Vanellus vanellus
	Lapwing

	
	Lepus europaeus
	Brown Hare

	
	Micromys minutus
	Harvest Mouse

	
	Muscardinus avellanarius
	Dormouse

	
	Pipistrellus pygmaeus
	Soprano Pipistrelle

	
	Rhinolophus ferrumequinum
	Greater Horseshoe Bat

	
	Mustela putorius
	Polecat

	
	Bufo bufo
	Common Toad

	
	Natrix natrix
	Grass Snake

	
	Triturus cristatus
	Great Crested Newt

	
	Aricia artaxerxes
	Northern Brown Argus

	
	Asilus crabroniformis 
	Hornet Robberfly

	
	Coenonympha pamphilus
	Small Heath

	
	Cupido minimus
	Small Blue

	
	Erynnis tages
	Dingy Skipper

	
	Eurodryas aurinia
	Marsh Fritillary

	
	Gnorimus nobilis
	Noble Chafer

	
	Hamearis lucina
	Duke of Burgundy

	
	Hemaris tityus
	Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth

	
	Hipparchia semele
	Grayling

	
	Plebejus argus
	Silver-studded Blue

	
	Pyrgus malvae
	Grizzled Skipper

	
	Satyrium w-album
	White Letter Hairstreak

	
	Thecla betulae
	Brown hairstreak

	
	Bumblebee species as below:
	

	
	Bombus humilis
	Brown-Banded Carder Bee

	
	Bombus ruderarius
	Red-shanked Carder-bee

	
	Bombus ruderatus
	Large Garden Bumblebee

	
	Bombus sylvarum
	Shrill Carder Bee

	
	Astragalus danicus
	Purple Milk-vetch

	
	Clinopodium acinos
	Basil Thyme

	
	Chamaemelum nobile
	Chamomile

	
	Euphrasia anglica
	Glandular Eyebright

	
	Dactylorhiza viridis
	Frog Orchid

	
	Juniperus communis
	Juniper

	
	Ophrys insectifera
	Fly Orchid

	
	Neotinea ustulata
	Burnt Orchid

	
	Platanthera bifolia
	Lesser Butterfly-orchid

	
	Pulsatilla vulgaris
	Pasqueflower

	
	Arable plants as below:
	

	
	Adonis annua
	Pheasants-eye

	
	Ajuga chamaepitys
	Ground-pine

	
	Centaurea cyanus
	Cornflower

	
	Ranunculus arvensis
	Corn Buttercup

	
	Scandix pecten-veneris
	Shepherd’s Needle

	
	Scleranthus annuus
	Annual Knawel

	
	Silene gallica
	Small-flowered Catchfly

	
	Torilis arvensis
	Spreading Hedge Parsley

	
	Valerianella rimosa
	Broad-Fruited Corn Salad

	
	Galeopsis angustifolia
	Red Hemp-nettle


4.
Freshwater

This sector is aimed at managers of the freshwater environment including the Environment Agency, British Waterways, the Broads Authority, Internal Drainage Boards, water companies, fisheries and navigation managers.

	Habitats
	Species
	

	Aquifer-fed naturally fluctuating water bodies
	Branta bernicla
	Dark-bellied Brent Goose

	Eutrophic standing waters
	Cygnus columbianus bewickii
	Bewick’s Swan

	Mesotrophic lakes
	Emberiza schoeniclus schoeniclus
	Reed Bunting

	Oligotrophic and dystrophic lakes
	Motacilla flava
	Yellow Wagtail

	Ponds
	Numenius arquata
	Curlew

	Rivers
	Vanellus vanellus
	Lapwing

	Reedbeds
	Arvicola terrestris
	Water Vole

	Lowland fens
	Lutra lutra
	Otter

	Coastal and floodplain grazing marsh
	Bufo bufo
	Common Toad

	Wet woodland
	Natrix natrix
	Grass Snake

	
	Triturus cristatus
	Great Crested Newt

	
	Alosa alosa/fallax
	Allis/Twaite Shads

	
	Anguilla anguilla
	European Eel

	
	Lampetra fluviatilis
	River Lamprey

	
	Osmerus eperlanus
	Smelt 

	
	Petromyzon marinus
	Sea Lamprey

	
	Salmo salar
	Atlantic salmon

	
	Salmo trutta
	Brown/Sea trout

	
	Leersia oryzoides
	Cut-grass

	
	Luronium natans
	Floating Water Plantain

	
	Oenanthe fistulosa
	Tubular Water-dropwort

	
	Potamogeton compressus
	Grass-wrack Pondweed

	
	Pilularia globulifera
	Pillwort

	
	Sium latifolium
	Greater Water Parsnip

	
	Aeshna isosceles
	Norfolk Hawker

	
	Austropotamobius pallipes
	White-clawed Crayfish

	
	Coenagrion mercuriale
	Southern Damselfly

	
	Margaritifera margaritifera
	Freshwater Pearl Mussel

	
	Pisidium tenuilineatum
	Fine-lined Pea Mussel

	
	Pseudanodonta complanata
	Depressed River Mussel

	
	Valvata macrostoma
	Large-mouthed Valve Snail

	
	Vertigo moulinsiana
	Desmoulin's  Whorl Snail


5.
Forestry 

This sector is aimed at woodland  managers and foresters such as the Forestry Commission, Local and Regional Government, private and commercial forestry.

	Habitat
	Species
	

	Hedgerows
	Anthus trivialis
	Tree Pipit

	Wood-pasture and parkland
	Caprimulgus europaeus
	Nightjar

	Lowland mixed deciduous woodland
	Carduelis cabaret
	Lesser Redpoll

	Lowland beech and yew woodland
	Cuculus canorus canorus
	Common Cuckoo

	Upland mixed ashwoods
	Dendrocopos minor comminutus
	Lesser Spotted Woodpecker

	Upland oakwood
	Lullula arborea
	Wood Lark

	Wet woodland
	Muscicapa striata
	Spotted Flycatcher

	Lowland heathland
	Parus palustris
	Marsh Tit

	Upland heathland
	Poecile montanus kleinschimdti
	Willow Tit

	Coastal sand dunes
	Phylloscopus sibilatrix
	Wood Warbler

	
	Tetrao tetrix britannicus
	Black Grouse

	
	Barbastella barbastellus
	Barbastelle Bat

	
	Martes martes
	Pine Martin

	
	Muscardinus avellanarius
	Dormouse

	
	Myotis bechsteinii
	Bechstein`s Bat

	
	Nyctalus noctula
	Noctule 

	
	Plecotus auritus
	Brown Long-eared Bat

	
	Sciurus vulgaris
	Red Squirrel

	
	Vipera berus
	Adder

	
	Argynnis adippe
	High Brown Fritillary

	
	Boloria euphrosyne
	Pearl-bordered Fritillary

	
	Boloria selene
	Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary

	
	Erynnis tages
	Dingy Skipper

	
	Hamearis lucina
	Duke of Burgundy

	
	Limenitis camilla
	White Admiral

	
	Leptidea sinapis
	Wood White

	
	Lucanus cervus
	Stag Beetle

	
	Satyrium w-album
	White-letter Hairstreak

	
	Campanula patula
	Spreading Bellflower

	
	Cephalanthera damasonium
	White Helleborine

	
	Fallopia dumetorum
	Copse-bindweed

	
	Tooth fungi as below:
	

	
	Hericium coralloides
	Coral Tooth

	
	Hericium erinaceus
	Bearded Tooth

	
	Hydnellum concrescens
	A Tooth Fungus

	
	Hydnellum spongiosipes
	Velvet Tooth

	
	Phellodon confluens
	Fused Tooth

	
	Phellodon melaleucus
	Grey Tooth

	
	Phellodon niger
	Black Tooth


6.
Uplands

This sector is aimed at upland land managers such as National Parks, the Forestry Commission, grouse moor managers, upland graziers, the water companies and others.

	Habitat
	Species
	

	Mesotrophic lakes
	Alauda arvensis arvensis
	Sky Lark

	Oligotrophic and dystrophic lakes
	Carduelis flavirostris
	Twite

	Ponds 
	Circus cyaneus
	Hen Harrier

	Upland mixed ashwoods
	Lagopus lagopus scoticus
	Red Grouse

	Upland oakwood
	Numenius arquata
	Curlew

	Wet woodland
	Tetrao tetrix britannicus
	Black Grouse

	Purple moor grass and rush pastures
	Turdus torquatus
	Ring Ouzel

	Upland hay meadows
	Vanellus vanellus
	Lapwing

	Upland calcareous grassland
	Lepus timidus
	Mountain Hare

	Blanket bog
	Lacerta vivipara
	Common Lizard

	Upland flushes, fens and swamps
	Vipera berus
	Adder

	Upland heathland
	Argynnis adippe
	High Brown Fritillary

	Mountain heaths and willow scrub
	Aricia artaxerxes
	Northern Brown Argus

	Calaminarian grasslands
	Bombus muscorum
	Moss Carder Bee

	Inland rock outcrop and scree habitats
	Coenonympha tullia
	Large Heath

	Limestone pavements
	Erebia epiphron
	Mountain Ringlet

	
	Mellicta athalia
	Heath Fritillary

	
	Euphrasia rostkoviana subsp. montana
	An Eyebright

	
	Gentianella campestris
	Field Gentian

	
	Juniperus communis
	Juniper

	
	Saxifraga hirculus
	Yellow Marsh Saxifrage


7.
Marine

This sector is aimed at the Sea Fishery Committees, Chamber of Shipping, Crown Estates and related industry through associations such as Shellfish Association of Great Britain,  British Wind Energy Association, British Marine Aggregate Producers Association, SeaFish, National Federation of Sea Anglers, oil and gas producers and others.  

	Habitats
	Species
	

	Blue mussel beds
	Larus argentatus argentatus
	Herring Gull

	Estuarine rocky habitats
	Melanitta nigra
	Common Scoter

	Fragile sponge and anthozoan communities on subtidal rocky habitats
	Puffinus mauretanicus
	Balearic Shearwater

	Horse mussel beds
	Sterna dougallii dougallii
	Roseate Tern

	Maerl beds
	Delphinus delphis
	Common Dolphin

	Mud habitats in deep water
	Phocoena phocoena
	Harbour Porpoise

	Peat and clay exposures
	Phoca vitulina
	Common Seal

	Sabellaria alveolata reefs
	Ammodytes marinus
	Lesser Sandeel

	Sabellaria spinulosa reefs
	Cetorhinus maximus
	Basking Shark

	Seagrass beds
	Dipturus batis
	Common skate

	Sheltered muddy gravels
	Galeorhinus galeus
	Tope Shark

	Subtidal chalk
	Hippocampus guttulatus
	Long-snouted Seahorse

	Subtidal sands and gravels
	Hippocampus hippocampus
	Short-snouted Seahorse

	Tide-swept channels
	Lamna nasus
	Porbeagle Shark

	
	Molva molva
	Ling

	
	Prionace glauca
	Blue Shark

	
	Atrina fragilis
	Fan Mussel

	
	Eunicella verrucosa
	Pink Sea-fan

	
	Ostrea edulis
	Native oyster

	
	Palinurus elephas
	Crayfish, Crawfish or Spiny Lobster

	
	Phymatolithon calcareum
	Common Maërl 


Under Section 41 of the NERC Act, the Secretary of State must, as respects England, publish a list of the living organisms and types of habitat which in the Secretary of State’s opinion are of principal importance for the purpose of conserving biodiversity.  Before publishing any such list, the Secretary of State must consult Natural England as to the living organisms or types of habitat to be included on the list.  The Secretary of State must take such steps as appear reasonably practicable to further the conservation of the habitats and species on the list and promote the taking by others of such steps.  Further, the Secretary of State must keep the list under review, and make appropriate revisions, publishing any list so revised.  





The S41 list replaces the list published under Section 74 of the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000, under which Defra published a list in 2002 which was identical with the UK BAP list at the time.  
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