
Green Infrastructure, Green Exercise 
and planning 

Ingo Schüder
Newcastle 

10 June 2009



Green Infrastructure
“Strategically planned network of multi-functional 

greenspaces”

• Functions include:
– Mental & physical health, access to natural 

greenspace, active recreation, climate 
change adaptability

Type of green space ↔ Function ↔ Benefit

• Multiple functions should 
– provide multiple hooks to link into strategies, 

policies and key planning documents 
– provide benefits for several policy priorities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
middle line – this is where people come in 
People define what they need by function or benefit, e.g. Where I can walk my dog
Where I can relax and de-stress?

Let’s not loose sight that this is about benefits for people (and also the natural environemnt)

very important –
Kids in picture will not say today I went to a greenspace that was created to by a Natural Playground cum nature reserve.
They won’t say either today I strengthened my tummy muscles and improved my hand-eye co-ordination...

They will talk about how special their playground is and how much fun they had and possibly bring some frog-spawn home ...



Linking Green Infrastructure to 
strategic documents

• Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS)

• Regional Economic Strategy (RES)

• Other regional strategies

• Local Development Frameworks (LDFs)

• Local Area Agreements (LAA) and Sustainable 
Communities Strategies (SCS)

• Growth Points and Green Infrastructure strategies



Regional Spatial Strategy
14 references to Green 

Infrastructure including:

• RSS Policy 2 – Climate 
Change

• RSS Policy 8 Protecting the 
Environment

• RSS Policy 9 – Tyne and Wear 
City region

• RSS Policy 10 – Tees Valley 
City region

• RSS Policy 12 – Sustainable 
Economic Development

• RSS Policy 24 – Delivering 
Sustainable Communities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
No direct reference to “green exercise” or even “exercise” but several references to physical “health”

“Filter down” effect: what is identified as policy priority, broad spatial planning allocation etc will filter down into Locla development frameworks and other Local Authority planning documents



Regional Spatial Strategy
‘Strategic elements of green infrastructure’:
• Biodiversity Target Zones

• Habitat Creation and Enhancement Areas 

• Nationally Important Landscapes

• strategic wildlife corridors
• strategic recreation routes
• Wildlife Sites 

Tees Valley Green Infrastructure strategy 2008

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One document that has already translated this idea of green corridors really well onto the sub-regional level is the TV Gi strategy

Showing key primary corridors that will help particularly the fit and already converted to have fantastic routes between and out of urban areas.
But what about the unconverted, those with low self confidence, poor health etc?



Regional Economic Strategy
• Regional Economic Strategy (RES) 

– ‘Our green infrastructure is 
increasingly recognised as being a 
key component of sustainable 
communities.  It is critical that the 
benefits or these public assets are 
maximised through sound planning 
and management’

• Health hook: tackling worklessness 
to bring people out of claiming 
incapacity benefits

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Co-signatory: Peter Carr Chair, North East Health Forum

The Government’s Chief Medical Officer has noted the presence of ‘compelling’ scientific evidence that
‘physical activity.. is essential for good health’23 23. Department of Health (2004) At least 5 a week

Every hard attach prevented saves the NHS £12,000

People section: Tackling worklessness through a variety of co-ordinated techniques to bring many of the people in the North East on incapacity benefit back into the labour market.

Worklessness, in particular the relatively high proportion of Incapacity Benefit claimants, is arguably the biggest economic challenge facing the region. If we address this challenge, we will make significant progress towards closing the gap with the national average.



Other regional strategies

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Health NHS Feb 08
Sport Sport England 2004
NESE March 2008
RSS states “Many of the regional strategies recognise their contribution to improving health and reducing health inequalities”
‘A strategic planning approach is required to deliver Green Infrastructure on a landscape scale. This will enable land and water management to be proactive and better integrated with efforts to manage economic growth and development at all spatial planning levels.’

‘Deliver the environmental, social and economic benefits of Green Infrastructure through landscape scale partnerships and projects’




Local Development 
Framework (LDF)

Sustainable Community 
Strategy (SCS)

Local Area 
Agreement (LAA)

Local Authority planning documents

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From idea website
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=7890843 

Sustainable community strategies (SCS) are key long-term planning documents for improving the quality of life and services in a local area. It is from these that local area agreements (LAA) are developed. Every local authority is expected to have an SCS – developed and agreed with its local strategic partnership.

The latest government guidance on sustainable community strategies says:
“The purpose of a sustainable community strategy is to set the overall strategic direction and long-term vision for the economic, social and environmental wellbeing of a local area – typically 10-20 years – in a way that contributes to sustainable development in the UK. It tells the ‘story of the place’ – the distinctive vision and ambition of the area, backed by clear evidence and analysis.”


SCS - Setting out long- term vision/ aspirations based on local need – developed by Local Strategic Partnership 
Often more community involvement in developing these

Below that now sits the Area Action Partnership level in counties of Northumberland and Durham



Local Development Frameworks

• folder of local development documents that outlines how 
planning will be managed

• Extensive evidence gathering exercise

• for Growth Points this will be linked to evidence gathering for 
Green Infrastructure strategies

• Planning Policy Statement (PPS) 12 more emphasis on ongoing 
stakeholder engagement 

• PPS 12 asks for more detailed  and specific spatial information,  
e.g. location of primary green corridors

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Quick show of hands – who had any engagement with LDF process?

together with the RSS will determine how the planning system will shape the community

PPS 12 new emphasis on the core strategy to be more specific, detailed, spatial & focussed

A Local Development Framework is a folder of local development documents that outlines how planning will be managed in your area. The LDF together with the RSS will determine how the planning system will shape the community


LDF supposedly spatial representation of SCS (theory – relaity is often different, but we will move towards that see next slide) – LDF core strategy is the bit where we can ensure implementation of key projects is funded thrugh development monies



Local Area Agreements & 
Sustainable Communities Strategies
LAA
• Contract between central & local government
• Short term action plan for SCS with focus on Local Authority Services
• LA choose 35 from 200 national indicators (NI) performance 

management & financial reward
• Examples:

– NI 8 Adult participation in sport
– NI 50 Emotional health of children
– NI 55/56 Obesity among primary school age children
– NI 110 Young people’s participation in positive activities
– NI 198 Children travelling to school – mode of travel usually used 
Challenge: 
• titles of NI suggests an organisation may be able to engage on this 

with Local Authority, but reality is very narrowly defined target

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Quick show of hands: who had any engagement with LSP/ LAA/SCS

We do have a list which LAA has chosen which NI

Can you show how green exercise provision (as part of green infrastructure) can contribute to these indicators
We hold list which LA has adopted which indicator

If an indicator is adopted then it can be considered a policy priority ( as mentioned at start of presentation) and any contribution to this will be seen as a benefit



Local Development 
Framework (LDF)

Sustainable Community 
Strategy (SCS)

Local Area 
Agreement (LAA)

Local Authority planning documents

Green 
Infrastructure 

strategy

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From idea website
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=7890843 

Sustainable community strategies (SCS) are key long-term planning documents for improving the quality of life and services in a local area. It is from these that local area agreements (LAA) are developed. Every local authority is expected to have an SCS – developed and agreed with its local strategic partnership.

The latest government guidance on sustainable community strategies says:
“The purpose of a sustainable community strategy is to set the overall strategic direction and long-term vision for the economic, social and environmental wellbeing of a local area – typically 10-20 years – in a way that contributes to sustainable development in the UK. It tells the ‘story of the place’ – the distinctive vision and ambition of the area, backed by clear evidence and analysis.”


SCS - Setting out long- term vision/ aspirations based on local need – developed by Local Strategic Partnership 
Often more community involvement in developing these

Below that now sits the Area Action Partnership level in counties of Northumberland and Durham



Growth Points and Green 
Infrastructure

“Every Growth Point must 
prepare and implement a 
Green Infrastructure 
Strategy to protect and 
enhance existing key 
environmental assets and 
to provide new green 
spaces designed to deliver 
a wide range of 
environmental and social 
benefits.”



Growth Points and Green 
Infrastructure

• Green Infrastructure audits is imminent

• Varying degrees of stakeholder engagement 

• Possible hooks for green exercise:

– Rights of Way Improvement Plan

– Green Infrastructure functions such as health and 
access

– If you influence GI strategy you influence LDF (and 
vice versa)
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“Ensure that the Green Infrastructure Strategy … takes account [and supports the implementation] … of the [local name] Rights of Way Improvement Plan.”
Conditions;
[ SEN & Dur only] TV “supports the ROWIP”

NCL/GH Ensure that the Green Infrastructure Strategy enhances the existing green infrastructure of the Tyne Corridor in relation to major routes and corridors for both wildlife and people, and facilitates links to the Keelman’s Wall Trail, the Derwent Valley, the Red Kite Trail and other strategic walking and cycling routes.

PoD
NCL GH “As part of this process we will also aim to strengthen our links with the Rights of Way Improvement
Plan and associated Local Access Forum.”
Durham specific project ROWIP implementation (bottom priority)
NT reference to Tyne and Wear Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2007/11, 2008.
See as evidence informing Gi strategy
Specific ROW projects identified costed timed, but not prioritised

SEN (ANNEX) 
South East Northumberland contains fine stretches of coast, attractive wooded
river valleys and an extensive rights of way network linking communities into the surrounding countryside.
There are number of other key documents which will be critical to the process, some of which have identified opportunities
for environmental enhancements, and others which will provide important contextual information on issues such as climate
change adaptation and future flood and water management.
• Northumberland Rights of way Improvement Plan

TV
Could not find any reference to ROWIP





The Future?

• Sub National Review and the 
new ‘Regional Strategy’

• Local Authority Comprehensive 
Area Assessment (CAA)

• The Economic Value of Green 
Infrastructure (Tees Valley)

• Gathering Evidence

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How to sell GI or implementation that supports Green exercise at times of economic crisis ?!

Lot’s of opportunities

I said at start important not to loose sight of benefits – people

Health sector and particularly Green Exercise can make an important contribution to this and overall sustainability in Growth Points –development of GI strategy is an important vehicle to make it happen
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