e Lunton Hill Farm was formerly the farm for Cowley
Colliery. It also provided a home for the Woodland
Colliery Manager and the local tennis club.

G Located near the hedge at the back of Lynesack
Church is the grave of Edward Smith who died in 1884.
It is said he was the inspiration for the character ‘Smike’
in Charles Dickens' Nicholas Nickleby — a long suffering
pupil at Dotheboys Academy in Bowes. The old school
building in Lynesack was erected in 1852, and closed
in 1950. It was home to the Butterknowle Brewery
from 1990 to 1998.

From the church, walk down the lane and turn right
at the road junction. On this corner is the old school
building. At the bend in the road carry straight on,
taking the footpath which runs between two
hedges, following the course of Howle Beck. Go over
a stile then bear left over another stile and then
through a gate. Go through a second gate, over a
wall, and take the track on your left and then right
over the wall. Go around the side of the house and
head straight across the fields to Copley. At the
main road turn right, cross it then go left down
ChapelTerrace. After the road bends sharply to the
right take the left hand track between two houses
to the stile in the wall just after Low Trough Farm.
Continue over two stiles and down the steps that
lead back to the start of the walk.
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This five and a half mile walk travels in a clockwise direction,
commencing from and returning to the Gaunless Smelt Mill car
park. To enjoy this walk in comfort, boots are recommended and
the route is way marked throughout with yellow ‘Circular Walk'
arrows.

Please observe the

Countryside Code:

Be safe - plan ahead and follow any signs
Leave gates and property as you find them
Protect plants and animals.

Take your litter home
Keep dogs under close control
Consider other people.

We very much regret this walk is unsuitable for
wheelchair users and the less ambulant.

For more information/advice regarding Public

Rights of Way please contact Durham County

Council’'s Access and Rights of Way Team on
0191 383 3452
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Making a difference where you live

A view of Woodland
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Circular Walk that
visits Woodland's
Coal Mining Heritage




The walk starts from the car park at the Gaunless
Smelt Mill and follows the last section of the ‘Steele
Road’ circular walk. Please keep to the public rights
of way as old colliery sites can be dangerous. From
the car park cross over the bridge and take the public
bridleway to the left (look for the bridleway sign)
which runs above the site of the Gaunless Smelt Mill
and through Coweclose Plantation. Go through a bridle
gate keeping the fence on your right, and over a stile.
Then with the fence on your left to another gate and
then over Cowclose Beck, into CowcloseWood. Follow
the path uphill through the field and towards a gate.

@ The upper Gaunless Valley was an area with many
small scale collieries. They employed only a small number
of men and their output was sold locally to coal merchants
from large towns in the region.

Follow the track and cross a stile on your left. The
route here crosses the line of the Woodland Tramway.

e The Woodland Tramway brought coal from workings in
Arn Gill and ran northwards up the valley side, before
disappearing into a tunnel running underneath \Woodland
to the bottom of the winding shaft of Woodland Colliery,
which closed in 1928.

Continue across the fields and once over the small
footbridge on the other side of the tramway, the
remains of Cowley Colliery are clearly visible to the
right of the bridleway.

O Beside the spoil heap are the remains of bases for the
steam engines which operated the colliery winding gear.

Turn right after the ruined building and follow the fence
on your right until you cross a stile. Follow the
footpath northwards, crossing two stiles immediately
after each other and two streams, until House and
Holme Farms are reached. Go into the yard through
four small gates. Continue on, leaving the farmyard.
Where the farm track bears south, carry straight on
towards a derelict building, and pass behind to Brass
Sides Farm.

The walk continues eastwards past West Fold Garth
and East Fold Garth farms, before turning left along
the farm track towards the village of Woodland. Once
at the village, turn right. At the Edge Hotel follow the
road round to the right, heading down the road known
as ‘Sun Road’ (previously ‘Fines Lane’).

@ The single storey double gabled
house opposite the Edge Hotel

was formerly West Pitts offices _ R
and stables. The Edge
Hotel was at the end of
the turnpike road
from Eggleston in
Teesdale. The road
was built to carry
coals to the lead

smelt mills
from West
Pitts.

Milestones
marking the
distance can
still be found
along its route.
The road down
from the hotel
became known as the
‘Sun Road’ probably

because it ran southwards e m e
towards the sun in the f_.-;iggl“":fs

direction of Copley.

After about 250m, turn left onto the public footpath
that leads up towards Lunton Hill Farm. At the farm,
the walk passes between the farm buildings then out
through a gate. Turn left towards another, then to a
gate in a newly built stone wall. Turn right and follow
the wall downhill through another gate onto the lane
that leads to Lynesack Church.

Lunton Hill Farm
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