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Key Natural England documents  

 Natural England GI pages 

 North East GI Pages  

 Green Infrastructure guidance (March 2009)  

 

Green Infrastructure guidance/strategy development 

 Natural England‟s Green Infrastructure guidance 

 North West Green Infrastructure guide (hands on guide how to develop GI strategy; and a 

supplementary technical document: green Infrastructure mapping method on the steps of 

data mapping, functionality and needs assessment 

 Green Infrastructure by design –adding value to development (partnership production 

including Natural England, 2010)  

 The essential role of Green Infrastructure (in partnership with TCPA and DCLG, Sep 08) 

 Local Green Infrastructure - Helping communities make most of their landscape (Landscape 
Institute Sep 2011) 
 

 

 

Concept statements, master planning & design 

 Green Infrastructure by design – adding value to development (partnership production 

including Natural England, 2010) 

 Biodiversity by design (TCPA) 

 Creating Successful masterplans (CABE  2010) – summary document  

 Concept statements - Delivering sustainable development in the Sustainable 

Communities Growth Areas (Natural England and Planning Co-operative Feb 2007) – 

hands-on guide and update to the below 

 Capitalising on the inherited landscape: An introduction to historic characterisation for 

master planning (HCA & EH 2009) 

 Putting the green in the grey Creating sustainable grey infrastructure A guide for 

developers, planners and project managers (CABE 2009) 

 Volume - Delivering Sustainable Housing - learning from Stamford Brook (National Trust) 

 Future health - sustainable places for health and well-being; Explaining how good design 

makes healthy places (CABE 2009) 

 Planning for places - Delivering good design through core strategies (CABE 2009) 

 Examples of concept statements Bury St Edmunds, West Suffolk 

 South Hams District Council was first to prepare concept statement for every site 

proposal in draft LDF in 2002. Resulting Concept statements 

 'Helping local people choose good design', - report on work of design review panels 

(CABE 2010)  

 Easington Colliery – the first concept statement in the North East, reports, presentations 

and final concept statement on Natural England North East Green Infrastructure web 

page 

 

Economic Value of Green Infrastructure 

 Economic Value of Green Infrastructure (NWDA, Natural Economy NW & Natural 

England, 2008) Executive summary. 

 The economic benefits of Green Infrastructure: Developing key tests for evaluating the 

benefits of Green Infrastructure (Natural Economy North West 2008) 

 The economic benefits of Green Infrastructure: The public and business case for 

investing in Green Infrastructure and a review of the underpinning evidence (Natural 

Economy North West 2009) 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/planningtransportlocalgov/greeninfrastructure/default.aspx
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/regions/north_east/ourwork/green_infrastructure.aspx
http://naturalengland.etraderstores.com/NaturalEnglandShop/Product.aspx?ProductID=cda68051-1381-452f-8e5b-8d7297783bbd
http://naturalengland.etraderstores.com/NaturalEnglandShop/Product.aspx?ProductID=cda68051-1381-452f-8e5b-8d7297783bbd
http://www.greeninfrastructurenw.co.uk/resources/GIguide.pdf
http://www.greeninfrastructurenw.co.uk/resources/A_Green_Infrastructure_Mapping_Method.pdf
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/MKSM%20GI%20by%20Design%20Guide%20Single%20Page%20Spread%20Web_tcm6-19781.pdf
http://www.tcpa.org.uk/data/files/etws_green_infrastructure.pdf
http://www.landscapeinstitute.org/PDF/Contribute/LocalGreenInfrastructurewebversion_000.pdf
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/MKSM%20GI%20by%20Design%20Guide%20Single%20Page%20Spread%20Web_tcm6-19781.pdf
http://www.tcpa.org.uk/pages/biodiversity-by-design.html
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20110118095356/http:/www.cabe.org.uk/files/creating-successful-masterplans.pdf
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20110118095356/http:/www.cabe.org.uk/files/creating-successful-masterplans-summary.pdf
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/concept-statements_tcm6-19854.pdf
http://www.homesandcommunities.co.uk/capitalising-inherited-landscape
http://www.homesandcommunities.co.uk/capitalising-inherited-landscape
http://www.greeninfrastructurenw.co.uk/resources/6b4_Guide.pdf
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-vh/w-visits/w-findaplace/w-dunhammassey/w-dunhammassey-stamford_brook_development.htm
http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/documents/documents/publications/cabe/future-health-full.pdf
http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/our-work/cabe/cabe-publications/planning-for-places/
http://www.stedmundsbury.gov.uk/sebc/live/Concept-Statements-and-Masterplans.cfm
http://www.southhams.gov.uk/index/residents_index/ksp-development_and_planning-forward.htm
http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/our-work/cabe/cabe-publications/helping-local-people-choose-good-design/
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/regions/north_east/ourwork/green_infrastructure.aspx
http://www.nwda.co.uk/pdf/EconomicValueofGreenInfrastructure.pdf
http://www.naturaleconomynorthwest.co.uk/resources+reports.php
http://www.naturaleconomynorthwest.co.uk/resources+reports.php
http://www.naturaleconomynorthwest.co.uk/tag+green+infrastructure.php
http://www.naturaleconomynorthwest.co.uk/tag+green+infrastructure.php


 

 The real value of park assets (CABE) 

 No Charge? Valuing the Natural Environment  (Natural England 2009) 

 Does money grow on trees (CABE 2005) 

 Natural Economy North West case studies 

 Economic Contribution of Green Networks (NW Green Infrastructure Think Tank and 

LUC; July 2009) 

 Improving Young People's Lives (Sustainable Development Commission Oct 2010) 

 

 

Funding 

 Paying for Parks  CABE (there is a summary version) 

 England Woodland Grant Scheme (EWGS; Forestry Commission); funding for woodland 

management plans, creation, management and improvement. For more detail contact 

01669 621591 or email northeast.fce@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 

 Securing buy-in for investment in Green Infrastructure (Natural England presentation 

June 2011) 

 NewcastleGateshead Green Infrastructure strategy (Sep 2011); detailed section on 

funding sources for Green Infrastructure in annex (very large file!) 

 Potential funding for community greenspaces (DCLG Aug 2011) 

 Flood Mitigation Grant Scheme (Forestry Commission Y&H; March 2011); Areas 

identified include parts of the Yorkshire Dales, Nidderdale, Vale of Pickering, Yorkshire 

Wolds, North East Lincs, South Yorkshire and Kirklees More information or call : 01904 

382300 

  The English Woodland Grant Scheme (Forestry Commission, presentation June 

2011) 

 Local Environmental Action Fund (LEAF Tyne & Wear & Northumberland only) for some 

parties, may be a useful source of match funding (for details of eligibility please refer to 

the Community Foundation website ;  Regional contact:  Katie Wellstead at the 

Community Foundation (Tel. 0191 222 0945; email kw@communityfoundation.org.uk) 

 HLF 'Skills for the Future'.  The purpose of the programme is to offer people the skills that 

will equip them for a future career in heritage and meet the needs of employers. Pre-

application workshops Nov/Dec/Jan 09/10 (contact Rachel Ward: rachelw@hlf.org.uk). 

 Natural England‟s Green Infrastructure guidance, p79-89 

 CABE £1m green apprenticeship scheme skills to grow 

 Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) DCLG advice – are you thinking of introducing one?  

 Community Infrastructure Fund (CIF) from DFT 

 Low Carbon Infrastructure Initiative (HCA); 

  Playbuilder and Play pathfinder (Play England) 

 Public Engagement Grant British Ecological Society: up to £2000; annual application 

cycle 15 January deadline 

 People's Trust for Endangered Species Main grant is UK mammal grant £500 - £30,000. 

Next deadline 15 Nov 2011 

 People's Postcode Trust Applications quarterly. Next application window opens 11 April 

and closes 27 May. Grants ranging from £500- £10,000. The Trust acts within six fields of 

operation, including Health, Community Development and Environmental Protection. 

Phone 0131 555 7287 or info@postcodetrust.org.uk 

 Heritage Lottery Fund: Parks for People £250,000 to £5million. Parks for People offers 

grants for projects that regenerate public parks of national, regional or local heritage 

value.  

 The Big Tree Plant – new initiative & small-scale grants for community groups & schools 

 Nature Improvement Areas (NIA) - Programme with funding of £7.5 million has been 

established as announced in the Natural Environment White Paper (2011). 

 Big Society Investment Fund - The Big Lottery Fund will administer a new investment 

http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/our-work/cabe/cabe-publications/making-the-invisible-visible/
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/securefuture/default.aspx
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20110118095356/http:/www.cabe.org.uk/publications/does-money-grow-on-trees
http://www.naturaleconomynorthwest.co.uk/resources+case+studies.php
http://gtgkm.org.uk/documents/economic-contribution-of-green-networks-1285344532.pdf
http://www.sd-commission.org.uk/publications.php?id=1113
http://www.cabe.org.uk/default.aspx?contentitemid=1524
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/ewgs
mailto:northeast.fce@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.green-space.org.uk/downloads/regions/yh/presentations/Natural%20England%20GI%20&%20funding%20GSYH%20OM%20270611%2024%20James%20Walsh%20&%20Ingo%20Schuder.pdf
http://www.gateshead.gov.uk/Building%20and%20Development/PlanningpolicyandLDF/LocalDevelopmentFramework/EvidenceLibrary/GreenInfrastructureStudy.aspx
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/greenspacefunding
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/yorkshireandthehumber
http://www.green-space.org.uk/downloads/regions/yh/presentations/Forestry%20Commission%20(2%20-%20EWGS)%20GSYH%20OM%20270611.pdf
http://www.communityfoundation.org.uk/funds/fundsk-r/local_environmental_action_fund.php?flink=193
http://www.communityfoundation.org.uk/
mailto:kw@communityfoundation.org.uk
mailto:rachelw@hlf.org.uk
http://naturalengland.etraderstores.com/NaturalEnglandShop/Product.aspx?ProductID=cda68051-1381-452f-8e5b-8d7297783bbd
http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/our-work/cabe/cabe-publications/skills-to-grow/
http://www.communities.gov.uk/archived/publications/planningandbuilding/communityinfrastructurelevynov10
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/+/http:/www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/regional/policy/cif/
http://www.homesandcommunities.co.uk/news/first-schemes-announced-pioneering-low-carbon-infrastructure-initiative
http://www.playengland.org.uk/playbuilder
http://www.playengland.org.uk/pathfinder
http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/grants/policy/peg.php
http://ptes.org/index.php?cat=102
http://www.postcodetrust.org.uk/
mailto:info@postcodetrust.org.uk
http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/parksforpeople.aspx
http://thebigtreeplant.direct.gov.uk/index.html
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/funding/nia/default.aspx
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_big_society_investment_fund.htm


 

programme aimed at UK social investment intermediary organisations  

 
 Jubilee Woods project aims to plant 6 million trees across the UK to celebrate the Diamond 

Jubilee of the Queen in 2012.   Projects can range from buying a sapling for your garden, 
 applying for a free tree pack for a school or community group to large scale new Diamond 
Woods of 60 acres or more.  We are interested in finding  areas of land for woodland creation 
 of anything from a few acres upwards, the bigger the better, and we‟d be delighted to hear 
from you if you know of any sites which may be suitable.  

 Securing buy-in for investment in Green Infrastructure (presentation at Green Space 
Yorkshire and Humber Forum June 2011) 

 

 

Green Infrastructure and biodiversity 

 Biodiversity by design (TCPA) 

 Brownfield biodiversity research  for South East Northumberland, Newcastle and North 

Tyneside (Groundwork, March 2009) 

 Wildlife gardening Natural England pages 

 Making contracts work for Wildlife:  How to encourage biodiversity in Urban Parks (CABE 

2006) 

 Climate Change and Biodiversity Adaptation: The Role of the Spatial Planning System 

(Natural England April 2009) 

 Biodiversity Planning Toolkit  (ALGAE) 

 Managing for species: Integrating the needs of England‟s priority species into habitat 
management  (Natural England 2010) 

 Planning for biodiversity toolkit (ALGAE) 
 
 

 

Green Infrastructure and Climate Change  

 Green Infrastructure to combat climate change (summary) (Community Forests NW) – a 

good overview/ introduction to subject 

 Green infrastructure to combat climate change - A Framework for Action in Cheshire, 

Cumbria, Greater Manchester, Lancashire, and Merseyside (Community Forests NW; 

March 2011) 

 Forestry and climate change (Forestry Commission 2010). This document presents the 

Forestry Commission‟s key messages on climate change. It draws together the 

information available from the Forestry Commission, Forest Research and other relevant 

organisations, to explain in one document the role of trees, woods and forests in tackling 

climate change. 

 Climate NE on line tool with focus on vulnerability based on research from the  North East 

Climate Change adaptation study 

 Green Infrastructure Solutions to Pinch Point Issues in the North West;  focuses on 

threats that needs to be addressed as policy priorities identified in regional spatial 

strategy, including flood risk, urban heat islands, inadequate water supply and loss of 

carbon storage 

 Rising to the Challenge - A Climate Change Action Plan (NWDA) 

 Planning Policy Statement: Planning and Climate Change - Supplement to Planning 

Policy Statement 1 

 UK Climate projections 

  Adapting to climate change, A case study companion to the checklist for development 

(London Climate Change partnership)  

 Critical Climate Change Functions of Green Infrastructure for Sustainable Economic 

Development in the North West  (Community Forests Northwest, 2008) 

http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/en/jubilee-woods/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.green-space.org.uk/downloads/regions/yh/presentations/Natural%20England%20GI%20&%20funding%20GSYH%20OM%20270611%2024%20James%20Walsh%20&%20Ingo%20Schuder.pdf
http://www.tcpa.org.uk/pages/biodiversity-by-design.html
http://www.northumberlandbiodiversity.org.uk/brownfieldbiodiversity.asp
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/advice/wildlifegardening/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20110118095356/http:/www.cabe.org.uk/publications/making-contracts-work-for-wildlife
http://naturalengland.etraderstores.com/NaturalEnglandShop/NECR004
http://www.biodiversityplanningtoolkit.com/
http://naturalengland.etraderstores.com/NaturalEnglandShop/product.aspx?ProductID=39b32957-f4d7-4c87-8cea-8c0061be6403
http://naturalengland.etraderstores.com/NaturalEnglandShop/product.aspx?ProductID=39b32957-f4d7-4c87-8cea-8c0061be6403
http://www.biodiversityplanningtoolkit.com/
http://www.greeninfrastructurenw.co.uk/resources/NW_CCAP_flier.pdf
http://www.greeninfrastructurenw.co.uk/resources/framework_for_web.pdf
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/eng-trees-and-climate-change.pdf/$FILE/eng-trees-and-climate-change.pdf
http://www.adaptne.org/
http://www.greeninfrastructurenw.co.uk/resources/GI_solutions_to_pinch_point_issues_in_NW_England.pdf
http://www.nwda.co.uk/publications/business/rising-to-the-challenge---a-cl.aspx
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/ppsclimatechange
http://ukcp09.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.london.gov.uk/lccp/publications/adapting-mar07.jsp
http://www.ginw.co.uk/resources/Critical_CC_Fns_of_GI_for_Sus_Ec_Dev_in_the_NW.pdf
http://www.ginw.co.uk/resources/Critical_CC_Fns_of_GI_for_Sus_Ec_Dev_in_the_NW.pdf


 

 Climate Change and Biodiversity Adaptation: The Role of the Spatial Planning System 

(Natural England April 2009) 

 Slowing the Flow at Pickering is exploring a new approach to flood management. 

(Forestry Commission 2010) 

 Green Infrastructure – how and where in the North West it can help to mitigate and adapt 
to climate change –evidence based report (partnership report from Green Infrastructure  
NW 2010) 

 Climate Change Action Plan  (Defra March 2010) 
 Preparing for Climate Change in the UK (Committee on Climate Change; Sep 2010) – 

including role of green spaces 
 GRaBS Adaptation Action Planning Toolkit Planning for a Changing Climate Across 

Europe 
 

  

Greenspace standards 

 Nature Nearby - Accessible Natural Greenspace Guidance (Natural England 2010) 

 Accessible Natural Greenspace Standard (ANGSt)  

 Limestone Landscapes greenspace and access audit with ANGSt analysis 

 Space for People, Targeting action for woodland access (Woodland Trust) 

 Green Flag award  

 Country Park accreditation scheme  

 Local Nature Reserves in England: A guide to their selection and declaration  (Natural 

England 2010) 

 Space for people  -Woodland Trusts standard for accessible woodlands, including data 
for all local Authorities (Woodland Trust 2010) 

 People, Places and Greenspaces  reveals the differences in people‟s greenspace needs 
(Keep Britain Tidy 2010) 
 

 

Trees, Forestry and woodlands 

 Forestry and climate change (Forestry Commission 2010). This document presents the 

Forestry Commission‟s key messages on climate change. 

 „No Trees, No Future‟- on urban trees (Trees and Design Action Group TDAG 2010). 

 Greening the concrete jungle- the importance of urban trees and woods (Woodland Trust, 
June 2010) 

 Woodland creation manifesto (Woodland Trust June 2010) 
 Space for people  -Woodland Trusts standard for accessible woodlands, including data 

for all local Authorities (Woodland Trust 2010) 
 Urban health and health inequalities and the role of urban forestry – literature review 

(Forestry Commission 2010) 
 The Big Tree Plant – new initiative for community groups & schools 
 Benefits of GI Paper Forest research report to Defra and CLG (October 2010) 

 i-Tree is a software suite from the USDA Forest Service helps communities to strengthen 

their urban forest management, e.g. by  quantifying the environmental services that trees 

provide. 

 Community ownership for woodland management (Woodland Trust, July 2011) 

 Trees or turf looks at how authorities can save money by converting amenity grassland to 
woodland (Woodland Trust, May 2011) 

 London‟s Urban Forest: A Guide for Designers, Planners and Developers – the Canopy 
(major of London/ design for London Feb 2011) 
 

 
 
Green infrastructure and Water Environment 

 Cambridge City Council Sustainable Drainage Design and Adoption Guide (won 
Landscape institute 2010 overall President‟s prize) 

http://naturalengland.etraderstores.com/NaturalEnglandShop/NECR004
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/fr/slowingtheflow
http://www.greeninfrastructurenw.co.uk/resources/GI_How_&_where_can_it_help_the_NW_mitigate_and_adapt_to_climate_change.pdf
http://www.greeninfrastructurenw.co.uk/resources/GI_How_&_where_can_it_help_the_NW_mitigate_and_adapt_to_climate_change.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/publications/files/pb13358-climate-change-plan-2010-100324.pdf
http://www.theccc.org.uk/reports/adaptation
http://www.ppgis.manchester.ac.uk/grabs/
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/enjoying/places/greenspace/naturenearby.aspx
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/enjoying/places/greenspace/greenspacestandards.aspx
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/regions/north_east/ourwork/green_infrastructure.aspx
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/pdf/spaceforpeople.pdf
http://www.keepbritaintidy.org/GreenFlag/Awards/GreenFlag/Default.aspx
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/enjoying/places/countryparks/accreditation/default.aspx
http://naturalengland.etraderstores.com/NaturalEnglandShop/NE301
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/en/about-us/publications/key-publications/space-for-people/Pages/space-for-people.aspx
http://www.keepbritaintidy.org/greenflag/ImgLibrary/GreenSpaces_8204.pdf
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/eng-trees-and-climate-change.pdf/$FILE/eng-trees-and-climate-change.pdf
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/tdag
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/en/moretrees-moregood/Documents/greening-the-concrete-jungle.pdf
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/pdf/woodland-operations/woodland-creation2009.pdf
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/en/about-us/publications/key-publications/space-for-people/Pages/space-for-people.aspx
http://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/fr/INFD-83EHVX
http://thebigtreeplant.direct.gov.uk/index.html
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/urgp_benefits_of_green_infrastructure_main_report.pdf/$FILE/urgp_benefits_of_green_infrastructure_main_report.pdf
http://www.itreetools.org/
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/en/campaigning/our-views-and-policy/woods-for-people/Documents/CommunityOwnershipModels_WT_submission_June2011.pdf
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/en/campaigning/our-views-and-policy/woods-for-people/Documents/trees-or-turf-report.pdf
http://www.helm.org.uk/upload/pdf/The-Canopy.pdf?1302601721
http://www.cambridge.gov.uk/ccm/content/planning-and-building-control/urban-design/sustainable-drainage-systems.en


 

 
 

Green Exercise/Health 

 Our Natural Health Service (Natural England health manifesto July 2009) 

 Nature play: Maintenance guide (Play England Aug 09) 

 Green Exercise and planning workshop presentations (10 June 09) 

 Natural England Green Exercise pages 

 Managing risk in play provision – presentations (Play England, June 09) 

 RTPI  workshop planning for health (July 2008) & good practice note 

 Wildlife gardening Natural England pages 

 Coastal Access Natural England 

 Physical Activity Guidelines in the UK (project commenced July 2009)  

 Design for Play - A guide to creating successful play spaces (Play England 2008) 

 Walking for health case studies (Natural England; 2006) 

 Walking for health case studies (Natural England; 2009) 

 Future health sustainable places for health and well-being; Explaining how good design 

makes healthy places (CABE 2009) 

 Great outdoors:  How Our Natural Health Services Uses Green Space to Improve 

Wellbeing (Faculty of Public Health and Natural England 2010)  

 Better Places to Play through Planning  (Play England; December 2009).  
 Community green: using local spaces to tackle inequality and improve health (CABE 

2010) 
 Play Shaper website aimed at helping local authorities to provide child-friendly 

communities (Play England)   
 Urban health and health inequalities and the role of urban forestry – literature review 

(Forestry Commission 2010) 
 North East Regional Green Exercise Forum - Case Studies 
 Urban Green Nation (CABE 2010) research commissioned by CABE Space to gauge the 

state of England‟s urban green space and its impact on people‟s health and well-being. 
 Active Planning toolkit (NHS Gloucestershire –May 2011) to help professionals create 

buildings and natural environments that support people to get more active 

 Woods for Health Pilot (Greenspace Scotland July 2011)  

 

Greenspace management /Green Infrastructure skills 

 CABE “skills to grow” 

 Community groups resources (CABE) 

  Green and Public Space Research: Mapping and Priorities  (DCLG June 2006) 

 Greening the UK – Why more planting (Horticultural trades Association 2010) 

 Managing Green Spaces (CABE Dec 2010) 

 Blue Sky Green Space (Green Link, Oct 2010) The report “Understanding the 
Contribution Parks and Green Spaces can make to Improving People‟s Lives” 

 Trees or turf looks at how authorities can save money by converting amenity grassland to 
woodland (Woodland Trust, May 2011)  

 Green Space tranquillity toolkit (Bradford University; 2011) 
 

 

Regeneration/ Quality of Place 

 Reclaim Your Street toolkit (Living Streets) 

 Healthy Environment toolkit  (Living Streets) 

 World class places: The Government's strategy for improving quality of place, (reference 

on page 12 to Provision of green space and green infrastructure) (DCLG, May 2009) 

 Place Spotlight uncovers 50 of the most effective housing and regeneration projects in 
England (HCA). 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/nhsmanifesto_tcm6-12022.pdf
http://www.playengland.org.uk/Page.asp?originx_3564eu_16143118622556a91d_20098103140y
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/regions/north_east/ourwork/green_infrastructure.aspx
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/enjoying/health/greenexercise/default.aspx
http://www.playengland.org.uk/Page.asp?originx_2958zk_7236153800112w76k_20072191543c
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/cgi-bin/item.cgi?id=1865
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/item/1795/23/5/3
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/advice/wildlifegardening/
http://naturalengland.etraderstores.com/NaturalEnglandShop/product.aspx?ProductID=637c346e-17ab-44a9-9c34-a2e491c67025
http://www.bhfactive.org.uk/
http://www.playengland.org.uk/Page.asp?originx_2757hp_70994779705616h30y_2008630728a
http://www.wfh.naturalengland.org.uk/details.asp?back=true&key=2335%7C0%7C3518495058248%7CR%7C849%7C2260142962006490371631&parentkey=2335%7C0%7C3518495058248%7Cp%7C849%7C0
http://www.whi.org.uk/results.asp?key=2133|0|3D59814741561|p|981|0
http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/documents/documents/publications/cabe/future-health-full.pdf
http://www.fph.org.uk/uploads/r_great_outdoors.pdf
http://www.playengland.org.uk/Page.asp?originx_6879hr_303383240418p87b_200912183831m
http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/documents/documents/publications/cabe/community-green-full-report.pdf
http://www.playshaper.org.uk/
http://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/fr/INFD-83EHVX
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/regions/north_east/ourwork/northeastregionalgreenexcerciseforum.aspx
http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/our-work/cabe/cabe-publications/urban-green-nation/
http://www.nhsglos.nhs.uk/?wpfb_dl=1622
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/woodsforhealth
http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/search-site/?q=skills+to+grow&f=All&a=about-design%2cabout-us%2ccase-studies%2cour-work%2cpublications%2cresources-and-events%2cdocuments&o=Relevance&s=all&p=1&d=4364
http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/our-work/cabe/cabe-publications/community-led-spaces/
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/regeneration/pdf/150979.pdf
http://www.the-hta.org.uk/page.php?pageid=272
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20110118095356/http:/www.cabe.org.uk/publications/managing-green-spaces
http://www.green-space.org.uk/resources/GreenLINK/index.php
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/en/campaigning/our-views-and-policy/woods-for-people/Documents/trees-or-turf-report.pdf
http://www.bradford.ac.uk/mediacentre/press-releases/Title-49223-en.php
http://www.livingstreets.org.uk/resources/
http://www.livingstreets.org.uk/resources/
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/worldclassplaces
http://placespotlight.homesandcommunities.co.uk/


 

 Quality Reviewer helps planners, councillors and regeneration professionals improve the 
design quality of proposals (HCA 2010) 
 

 

Community engagement & Localism 

 Engaging Communities toolkit (Living Streets); The toolkit gives local people ideas to 

focus on and activities to help get changes made, showing residents and professionals 

alike how to engage local communities in projects to improve their area.  

 Planning with Communities (RTPI 2002) 

 Guidelines on Effective Community Involvement and Consultation: Good Practice Note 1 

(RTPI, 2005, revised 2007) 

 Planning Aid North East provides free, independent and professional planning advice to 
communities and individuals who cannot afford to pay professional fees. email or call a 
planning advisor on 0870 850 9803; for community planning email or call 0191 222 5776 

 Community-led spaces (CABE 2010) A guide for local authorities and community groups 
 Improving Young People's Lives (SDC Oct 2010) 
 Community organisations controlling assets: a better understanding (Rowntree 

Foundation; June 2011) 
 re-imagining garden cities for the 21st century benefits and lessons in bringing forward 

comprehensively planned new communities (TCPA & Land Securities; July 2011) 
 My Urban oasis - interactive map that helps users to identify quality local green spaces. 

(launched  June 2011; Groundwork) 
 A Quick Guide to the Localism Bill Neighbourhood Plans (RTPI April 2011) 
 Your Place, your plan – guide on neighbourhood planning (TCPA March 2011) 
 An Introduction to neighbourhood planning  (DCLG Oct 2011) 
 Big Society Investment Fund - The Big Lottery Fund will administer a new investment 

programme aimed at UK social investment intermediary organisations  

 Community ownership for woodland management (Woodland Trust, July 2011) 

 Monitor of Engagement with the Natural Environment (Natural England survey data on 
how people use the natural environment) 

 Local Green Infrastructure - Helping communities make most of their landscape 
(Landscape Institute Sep 2011) 
 
 

 

Sustainable transport and GI 

 THE PEP toolbox ; promising practices showing health and environment-friendly 

transport measures. 

 Local Transport Plan and Rights of Way Improvement Plan Integration: New guidance 

(DfT July 2009) 

 LTP & ROWIP good practice note (Natural England 2009) 

 Routes to play A guide for local authorities How to ensure children and young people can 

get to play spaces actively and independently (Sustrans Aug 2009) 

 

 

Examples of GI strategies & LDF policies 

Regional 

 South East GI framework (2009) 

 

Sub-regional 

 Tees Valley GI strategy final version (2008) 

 6Cs Growth Point Green Infrastructure Strategy (East Midlands Growth Points)  

 Leeds City region Green Infrastructure strategy (Exec summary)  

 Leeds City Region: GI Strategy 

 Mersey Dee Alliance Green Infrastructure spatial framework covering NE Wales, 

Cheshire and Wirral  

http://skills.homesandcommunities.co.uk/qualityreviewer
http://www.livingstreets.org.uk/resources/
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/download/386/Planning-with-communities.pdf
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/item/1007/23/5/3
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/planningaid/planning_aid_in_your_area/north/
mailto:ntcw@planningaid.rtpi.org.uk
mailto:ntcp2@planningaid.rtpi.org.uk
http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/our-work/cabe/cabe-publications/community-led-spaces/
http://www.sd-commission.org.uk/publications.php?id=1113
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/community-organisations-controlling-assets
http://www.tcpa.org.uk/data/files/reimagining_garden_cities_final.pdf
http://www.groundwork.org.uk/news--events/urbanoasis/mobile-volunteering/urban-oasis-map.aspx
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/download/11791/RTPI-Quick-Guide-Neighbourhood-Planning-20-04-11.pdf
http://www.tcpa.org.uk/data/files/your_place_your_plan.pdf
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/introductionneighbourplanning
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_big_society_investment_fund.htm
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/en/campaigning/our-views-and-policy/woods-for-people/Documents/CommunityOwnershipModels_WT_submission_June2011.pdf
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/enjoying/research/monitor/
http://www.landscapeinstitute.org/PDF/Contribute/LocalGreenInfrastructurewebversion_000.pdf
http://www.healthytransport.com/
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/regional/ltp/guidance/localtransportsplans/
http://naturalengland.etraderstores.com/NaturalEnglandShop/Product.aspx?ProductID=a9f67df9-f61d-40ae-9ed7-457b60b89394
http://www.sustrans.org.uk/assets/files/AT/APTTO/Routes_to_play.pdf
http://strategy.sebiodiversity.org.uk/data/files/GI/segiframework.finaljul09.pdf
http://www.teesvalleyunlimited.gov.uk/economyplanningenvironment/documents/tv%20green%20infrastructure%20strategy.pdf
http://www.emgin.co.uk/default.asp?PageID=192&n=Strategy%20286C%20Strategy29
http://www.leedscityregion.gov.uk/uploadedFiles/Research_and_Publications/General_Publications/00000_LCR_Exec_Summary.pdf
http://www.leedscityregion.gov.uk/uploadedFiles/2866_Strategy%20Report_FINAL_101004_low%20res.pdf
http://www.merseydeealliance.org.uk/projects/green_infrastructure.aspx


 

 

Local Authority 

 Bedfordshire and Luton GI plan  

 Cambridgeshire County Council GI strategy 

 St Edmundsbury Borough Council Core Strategy (Submission Document 2009; should 

this document be withdrawn, please ask for selected extracts/ copy) 

 Harlow GI network (2005)  

 Cambridgeshire (best practice within East of England region) 

 St Edmundsbury GI strategy (best practice within East of England region) –including „info 

pack‟ of guidelines for developers and planners 

 East of England region GI strategies 

 Wiltshire Green Infrastructure strategy  (about to start in May 2010 example for more 

rural area) 

 SW England GI strategies and other case studies  

 Stockton GI strategy in Environment DPD issues and options consultation draft Jan 2011: 

map of Green Infrastructure network ; map of Green Infrastructure resource 

 Manchester LDF GI policy 

 Liverpool LDF Green Infrastructure policy, Developer contributions SPD and design for all 

SPD 

    

 

Local 

 North Northamptonshire Green Infrastructure Local Framework Study for Corby & River 

Nene Regional Park Initiative 

 Green Infrastructure policy in draft St Helens Core LDF  (may 2009)  

 Thurrock LDF Core Strategy & Policies for Control of Development (Preferred Options 

Consultation; should this document be withdrawn, please ask for selected extracts/ copy) 

 North Northamptonshire Green Infrastructure Local Framework Study for Corby (2005) 

 Liverpool Knowledge Quarter (Green Infrastructure functionality assessment) 

 

 

General/policy 

 The Natural Choice: securing the value of Nature (Natural Environment White Paper; 

Defra; June 2011; provides strong support for the concept of Green Infrastructure )  

 Local Green infrastructure (Landscape Institute Sep 2011)  
 Draft National Planning Policy Framework (DCLG; July 2011)  
 World class places: The Government's strategy for improving quality of place, (reference 

on page 12 to Provision of green space and green infrastructure) (DCLG, May 2009) 

 Open space strategies Best Practice Guidance (CABE, May 2009) 

 Green infrastructure: connected and multifunctional landscapes (Landscape Institute 

policy position, May 09) 

 Multifunctional Urban Green Infrastructure  (CIWEM, May 2010) 

 

Relevant Planning Policy Statements and Guidance documents: 

 PPS 1 (Sustainable Development) 

 Planning Policy Statement: Eco-towns - A supplement to PPS 1 (July 2009) 

 PPS 3 (Housing) 

 PPS 4: Planning for sustainable economic Growth (DCLG Dec 2009 

 PPS 5 (Historic Environment) & PPS 5 Historic Environment Planning Practice 

Guide   (EH & DCLG; March 2010) 

 PPS 7  Sustainable Development in Rural Areas (2004) 

 PPS 9 (Biodiversity and Geodiversity) 

 PPS 12 Local Spatial Planning first four pages 

 PPS 25 Development and Flood Risk (2010) 

http://www.bedsandlutongreeninfrastructure.org/plans/index.html
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/DFC9B030-E462-47B4-8365-12454D0B01AC/0/GreenInfrastructureStrategy.pdf
http://www.stedmundsbury.gov.uk/sebc/live/pdf/planning/helpdesk/CoreStrategy/Core%20Strategy%20December%202010.pdf
http://www.harlow.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=8615
http://www.cambridgeshirehorizons.co.uk/greenvision/
http://www.stedmundsbury.gov.uk/sebc/live/pdf/planning/helpdesk/WEB%20VERSION%20GI%20StrategyFinal%20Report%20Sept%202009.pdf
http://www.stedmundsbury.gov.uk/sebc/live/pdf/planning/helpdesk/St%20Edmundsbury%20GI%20Information%20Pack%20WEB%20VERSION.pdf
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/regions/east_of_england/ourwork/gi/giplanning.aspx
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/leisureandculture/parksandopenspaces/greenspaces.htm
http://www.ginsw.org.uk/pages/strategic-activity/project-summary-table.php
http://www.stockton.gov.uk/resources/planning/Environmentdpd/App2GINetwork.pdf
http://www.stockton.gov.uk/resources/planning/Environmentdpd/App1GIResource.pdf
http://www.manchester.gov.uk/downloads/download/4280/core_strategy_publication_development_plan
http://liverpool.gov.uk/council/strategies-plans-and-policies/environment-and-planning/local-development-framework/local-development-documents/work-in-progress/
http://www.northamptonshireobservatory.org.uk/docs/doc_GreenInfrastructureLocalFramework.pdf_110308281105.pdf
http://www.northamptonshireobservatory.org.uk/docs/doc_GreenInfrastructureLocalFramework.pdf_110308281105.pdf
http://localdevelopment.sthelens.gov.uk/SITEMAN/publications/31/StHelensCoreStrategyPublicationVersion-May2009.pdf
http://www.thurrock.gov.uk/planning/strategic/pdf/ldf_preferred_cs_200711.pdf
http://www.northamptonshireobservatory.org.uk/docs/doc_GreenInfrastructureLocalFramework.pdf_110308281105.pdf
http://www.liverpoolvision.co.uk/Docs/DownloadDocs/Knowledge%20Quarter%20GI%20final%20draft.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/natural/whitepaper/
http://www.landscapeinstitute.org/PDF/Contribute/LocalGreenInfrastructurewebversion_000.pdf
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/draftframework
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/worldclassplaces
http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/our-work/cabe/cabe-publications/open-space-strategies/
http://www.landscapejournal.org/index.php/news_articles/view/gi_position_statement_published/
http://www.ciwem.org/FileGet.ashx?id=1875&library=Public%20Access
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/planningpolicystatement1
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/pps-ecotowns
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/pps3housing
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/planningpolicystatement4
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/pps5
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/publications/pps-practice-guide/pps5practiceguide.pdf/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/publications/pps-practice-guide/pps5practiceguide.pdf/
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/pps7
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/pps9
http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planningsystem/planningpolicy/planningpolicystatements/pps12/
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/pps25floodrisk


 

 PPS 25 - Development and Flood Risk - Practice Guide (2009) 

 PPG 2 (Green Belt) 

 PPG 17 (Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation) 

 „Planning for a Natural and Healthy Environment‟ (replacement for PPS7, PPS9 

and PPG17) consultation draft March 2010 

 

LDF Green Infrastructure (related) policy – best practice examples 

 Thurrock LDF Core Strategy Thurrock core strategy (adopted Dec 2011; 

P51-55; CSSP4 - SUSTAINABLE GREEN BELT; and pp 56-59 CSSP5 – 

SUSTAINABLE GREENGRID) 

St Edmundsbury Core Strategy (Adopted Dec 2010; p38; Policy CS2 Sustainable 

Development; and p42; Policy CS3 Design and Local Distinctiveness) 

 North Northamptonshire Core Strategy adopted June 2008 Policy 5: The Green 

Framework ;  

 Southend on Sea Core Strategy (adopted December 2007; p63; Policy CP4: The 

Environment and Urban Renaissance) 

 Plymouth Core Strategy (adopted April 2007; chapter 11; p 125; Policy CS18: 

Plymouth’s Green Space) 

 North Northhamptonshire core strategy (adopted 2008; p35 Policy 5: Green 

Infrastructure; and p7 Policy 16: Sustainable Urban Extensions) 
 Trafford Planning Obligations SPD –good practice example of securing Green 

Infrastructure through planning obligations (consultation draft Feb 2011) 

 St Helens LDF Re-Publications core strategy (January 2011; p134; Policy CQL 1 

Green Infrastructure) 

 Planning for places - Delivering good design through core strategies (CABE 2009) 

 

 

Case stories 

 St Lawrence Park, Byker, Newcastle upon Tyne, Transforming a park with a voluntary 

community „green exercise‟ group – new style case study showing environmental and 

socio-economic benefits 

 Green Growth for Green Communities, A selection of regional case studies, ParkCity 

Conference March 2009, p89-93 

 The best buildings and places in the country, from large-scale plans for city centres to 

shops and theatres.  (CABE) 

 Walking for health case studies (Natural England; 2006) 

 Walking for health case studies (Natural England; 2009) 

 Stamford Brook development (Stamford; National Trust) 

 Natural development case studies (Natural England 2009) 

 Slowing the Flow at Pickering is exploring a new approach to flood management. 

(Forestry Commission 2010) 

 Natural Economy North West case studies covering case studies related to the 11 

economic benefits of Green Infrastructure  

 North East Regional Green Exercise Forum - Case Studies 
 West Park, Darlington (HCA Place Spotlight) 
 Hexham Flood Trail (HCA Place Spotlight) 
 Social Return on Investment of urban nature sites – 4 case stories published by 

greenspace Scotland (July 2011) 
o Glen Mile Mountain Bike Trail an urban mountain bike trail in the Cumbernauld 

Glen Wildlife Reserve managed by Scottish Wildlife Trust 
o Coronation Garden in Spier‟s Old School Ground, Beiththe reinstatement by 

volunteers of a community garden 
o Woods for Health Pilot at Kinnoull Hill, Perth„green presciption‟ activities for 

people with severe and enduring mental health support needs 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/pps25guideupdate
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/ppg2
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/planningpolicyguidance17
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/naturalenvironmentconsultation
http://www.thurrock.gov.uk/planning/strategic/
http://www.stedmundsbury.gov.uk/sebc/live/thecorestrategy.cfm
http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/Adopted%20CSS%20Final%20Proof.pdf
http://www.southend.gov.uk/downloads/download/230/core_strategy
http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/csadoption
http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/publications/docdetail.asp?docid=1068
http://www.trafford.gov.uk/environmentandplanning/strategicplanning/localdevelopmentframework/corestrategyexaminationinpublicdocuments/documents/section12/Consultation-draft-SPD1-Planning-Obligations-Technical-Note-6.pdf
http://localdevelopment.sthelens.gov.uk/SITEMAN/publications/31/LDF43A.pdf
http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/documents/documents/publications/cabe/planning-for-places.pdf
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/St-Lawrence-casestudy_tcm6-25406.pdf
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/GI%20case%20studies_tcm6-10331.pdf
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20110118095356/http:/www.cabe.org.uk/case-studies
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20110118095356/http:/www.cabe.org.uk/case-studies
http://www.wfh.naturalengland.org.uk/details.asp?back=true&key=2335%7C0%7C3518495058248%7CR%7C849%7C2260142962006490371631&parentkey=2335%7C0%7C3518495058248%7Cp%7C849%7C0
http://www.whi.org.uk/results.asp?key=2133|0|3D59814741561|p|981|0
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-vh/w-visits/w-findaplace/w-dunhammassey/w-dunhammassey-stamford_brook_development.htm
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/planningtransportlocalgov/greeninfrastructure/naturaldevelopment/default.aspx#Casestudies
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/fr/slowingtheflow
http://www.naturaleconomynorthwest.co.uk/resources+case+studies.php
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/regions/north_east/ourwork/northeastregionalgreenexcerciseforum.aspx
http://placespotlight.homesandcommunities.co.uk/darlington-west-park/
http://placespotlight.homesandcommunities.co.uk/hexham-flood-trail/
http://www.greenspacescotland.org.uk/SharedFiles/Download.aspx?pageid=133&mid=129&fileid=128
http://www.greenspacescotland.org.uk/SharedFiles/Download.aspx?pageid=133&mid=129&fileid=131
http://www.greenspacescotland.org.uk/SharedFiles/Download.aspx?pageid=133&mid=129&fileid=132


 

o Dumbreck Marsh Local Nature Reserve in Kilsyth a school EcoClub‟s use of a 
local nature reserve 

 Green Infrastructure in Worcestershire A short 9 min inspiring film about the 
multifunctional Green Infrastructure resource in Worcestershire 
 
 

further to be added, please ask for specific topics 

 

 

Other documents 

 Green Belts: a greener future (Natural England and CPRE 2010) 

 National Character Areas description (landscape character; Natural England)  

 HCA development and land disposal strategy (HCA June 2011) summarises the 

HCA‟ s landholdings, explains the principles for making disposal decisions and sets out 

an indicative pipeline 

 

Regulation and Legislation 

 

 Legislation (published on Infrastructure Planning Commission website) 

 Local Development Framework - Environmental Quality in Spatial Planning. Incorporating 

the natural, built and historic environment, and rural issues in plans and strategies 

Guidance to help in the preparation of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local 

Development Frameworks RDS, EN, CA, EH June 2006) 

 Plan B: How to challenge bad developments in court (CPRE and & Environmental Law 

Foundation 2010) 

 

This document is continuously updated, both with the links provided in the GI updates and Green 

Infrastructure Digests and in consultation with the Environment Agency and the Forestry 

Commission. 

 

 

Compiled by 

 

Ingo Schüder 

Natural England 

0300 060 0940 

Ingo.Schuder@naturalengland.org.uk  

http://www.greenspacescotland.org.uk/SharedFiles/Download.aspx?pageid=133&mid=129&fileid=127
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=etdPM_mUGK0&feature=youtu.be
http://naturalengland.etraderstores.com/NaturalEnglandShop/ne196
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/landscape/englands/character/areas/default.aspx
http://www.homesandcommunities.co.uk/sites/default/files/our-work/hca_development_and_land_disposal_strategy.pdf
http://infrastructure.independent.gov.uk/?page_id=47
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/tcm2-26886_tcm6-8823.pdf
http://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/housing-and-planning/planning/item/1882-plan-b-how-to-challenge-bad-developments-in-court?qh=YTo0Mjp7aTowO3M6MzoiaG93IjtpOjE7czo0OiInaG93IjtpOjI7czoyOiJ0byI7aTozO3M6MzoiJ3RvIjtpOjQ7czozOiJ0byciO2k6NTtzOjk6ImNoYWxsZW5nZSI7aT
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/regions/north_east/ourwork/green_infrastructure.aspx
mailto:Ingo.Schuder@naturalengland.org.uk

