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Introduction

• What is GI?

– Geographic Information or Spatial Data

– Any information relating to a location

• Why do we need to use Geographic Information?

– Provides a good source of evidence to assist decision 
making.

– Helps to identify priorities and utilise limited resources in 
areas that need it most.

– So we can be accountable for the strategic descisions 
that we make. 



Where can I get Geographic Information?

• MAGIC – Multi Agency Geographic Information for the 
Countryside…

www.magic.gov.uk

– Provides access to data from Natural England, English 
Heritage, Forestry Commision, Sustrans and the Woodland 
Trust.

• Natural England’s data download page…

http://www.gis.naturalengland.org.uk/pubs/gis/GIS_register.asp

A quick demonstration follows…

http://www.magic.gov.uk/
http://www.gis.naturalengland.org.uk/pubs/gis/GIS_register.asp


To download a dataset click here



• When selecting a dataset to 
download you can…

• Search by dataset name,

• Search by topic,

• Select a dataset from the 
full list

• Choose a dataset from a 
particular organisation.



• For example, you could choose 
to view a list of datasets that 
fall within the non statutory 
Rural Designations topic



• You can then select an 
individual dataset to download



• The website will either allow 
you to download the dataset 
directly, or, it will redirect you 
to the relevant organisation
where you can access the 
data.

• It will also display metadata 
for the dataset.



The MAGIC website also contains an interactive map where you can view all the datasets 
via an interactive map window…



Choose a topic and geographical location, e.g. Rural Designations and the North East 
region (or create your own) then select ‘Open Map’…





Other sources for Geographic Information

• Office for National Statistics www.statistics.gov.uk

– Indices of Multiple Deprivation

– Data on Population, Environment, Crime, Health etc

• Natural England (data not available from the web)

– Higher Level Stewardship Target Areas

– Composite Health Indices

– Integrated Access mapping data

– PPG17 Greenspace data for Durham Magnesian Limestone 
Plateau area

• EYE Project (Exploring Your Environment) 
www.eyeproject.org.uk

– Species data

• Local Authorities etc.

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/
http://www.eyeproject.org.uk/


A case study. Limestone Landscapes

• As an example of how GIS data can be used to inform 
regional or local strategy we looked at how we could 
identify priority areas for the provision of natural accessible 
greenspace.

• This was done by using the following datasets…

– Accessible Greenspace Audit data (for the Limestone 
Landscapes area)

– Composite Health Indicators

– Limestone Landscapes area boundary



• Accessible natural 
greenspace mapped 
through the Limestone 
Landscapes Green Space 
Audit.

• A 300m buffer has been 
applied to all green space 
over 2ha, according to 
ANGST standards.

• White space represents 
areas that do not currently 
meet the required 
standard.



• This map represents a 
composite rank of health 
indicators across the 
Limestone Landscapes 
area. 

• Middle Super Output Areas 
(MSOA) have been 
grouped into deciles and 
ranked according to the 
following indicators…

• Life expectancy (SEPHOS)

• Circulatory Disease mortality 
(SEPHOS)

• Obesity (SEPHOS)

• Physical Activity (Sport 
England)

• Mental Health (ONS/NOMIS)



• Using a combination of the 
green space data and the 
30% lowest ranking areas 
for health, we can start to 
identify potential areas for 
improvements to 
accessible natural green 
space.

• The red & orange areas 
represent the worst areas 
for health that currently 
do not meet the required 
ANGST standards. 



Data sharing, a few key principles

• Share our knowledge and data wherever possible, whilst 
conforming to data protection and licensing issues.

• Work together, particularly on cross border issues between 
neighbouring authorities.

• Ensure our Geographic Information has associated 
metadata.

• Strive for regional consistency in the data we create and 
use.

– Using best practice

– Avoid duplicating effort or re-inventing the wheel.

– Talk to one another.
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