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Dealing with Protected Species in the Planning Process 

Pre-application 

discussions 

Advise applicant of need 

to consider protected 

species in developing 

their proposal and what 

your authority is likely to 

require as part of the 

application. 

Submission of planning 

application 

 

Consideration of planning 

application 

Determination of 

planning 

application 

 Does the application site include 

features from the decision tree? 

Proceed with 

application. 

Consider 

attaching 

informative on 

what to do if 

protected species 

are found during 

development. 

 

 

 

 

Are the survey reports & 

mitigation proposals acceptable? 

Further negotiations with 

applicant.   

Can acceptable results be 

achieved? 

Consider refusal 

Proceed with 

application. 

Secure mitigation 

proposals through 

conditions 

Consider asking for a 

Phase 1 survey (or risk 

assessment of a structure) 

to identify the habitats 

present and features likely 

to be used by protected 

species. 
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Request further information from 

applicant. 

Are protected species using the 

application site? 

Are protected species likely to 

be affected by the application? 

Seek ecological advice.  See 

FAQs for guidance on when to 

consult Natural England 
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Have protected species 

surveys been submitted with 

the application? 

Are they detailed survey 

reports for individual 

protected species? 

If it is a general survey that 

recommends further surveys, 

have these been included? 

Refuse to validate until 

information supplied. 

No 

Yes 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/planningtransportlocalgov/spatialplanning/standingadvice/faq.aspx
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/Decision-tree_tcm6-21619.pdf

