
Date Reported Species County Account Evidence Action Conclusion

02/02/2005 Wild Boar Herefordshire
Extensive rooting to grassland and 

damage to fencing.
Yes

We are already aware of presence of 

boar in this area. Situation continues 

to be monitored.

Confirms report of exotic species

24/05/2005 Big Cat Devon Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

07/06/2005 Big Cat Oxfordshire Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

01/08/2005 Raccoon Dog West Berkshire Photograph Yes No action taken Confirms report of exotic species

12/08/2005 Big Cat Suffolk Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

01/09/2005 Siberian Chipmunk Reading No Confirms report of exotic species

14/10/2005 Kangaroo/Wallaby Oxfordshire Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

31/10/2005 Coypu Suffolk Sighting reported No
Description sounded like a water vole, 

info sent to caller

Probably attributable to other 

cause

21/11/2005 Coypu Norfolk Carcass found Yes
Visit undertaken & identified as an 

otter. No further action.

Can be discounted; positivly 

attributed to other cause

25/11/2005 Siberian Chipmunk North Yorkshire Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

23/12/2005 Big Cat Warwickshire Injury to horse, claw marks Yes
Owner to report if it happens again. 

No further action
Inconclusive

01/01/2006 Siberian Chipmunk Reading Photograph Yes
Possibly relates to known escape. No 

further action taken.
Confirms report of exotic species

03/01/2006 Wild Boar East Sussex Extensive damage to grassland Yes
Gaps under fence, sett in field by runs 

attributed damage to badgers

Can be discounted; positivly 

attributed to other cause

04/01/2006 Wild Boar East Sussex Sighting reported No Location recorded Confirms report of exotic species

04/01/2006 Wild Boar Devon Sighting reported Yes Known release/escape nearby Confirms report of exotic species

05/01/2006 Wild Boar Devon Sighting reported Yes Possibly linked to known escape. Confirms report of exotic species

03/02/2006 Big Cat Norfolk Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

23/02/2006 Wild Boar Devon Sighting reported Probably linked to known escape
Supports report but not 

conclusive

24/02/2006 Big Cat Dorset Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

24/02/2006 Wild Boar Wiltshire Carcass found Yes No action taken Inconclusive

27/02/2006 Coypu Dorset Sighting reported Yes
Photographic evidence indicating 

large Brown rat.

Can be discounted; positivly 

attributed to other cause

16/03/2006 Wild Boar Somerset Sighting reported Yes No action taken Confirms report of exotic species

20/03/2006 Wild Boar Somerset Sighting reported No No action taken Confirms report of exotic species

31/03/2006 Coypu Norfolk Sighting reported No Sighting of Muntjac deer suspected
Probably attributable to other 

cause

05/04/2006 Big Cat County Durham Sheep attack Yes Police notified
Probably attributable to other 

cause

12/04/2006 Coypu Suffolk Sighting reported No
Pest controller visited site 3 times but 

no evidence found. No action taken
Inconclusive

28/04/2006 Coypu Lincolnshire Sighting reported No

Informant to report further sighting, in 

passing visit to be made. No further 

info available.

Inconclusive

04/06/2006 Wild Boar Warwickshire Sighting reported No
visit undertaken but no evidence 

found. No further action.
Inconclusive

06/06/2006 Wild Boar Devon Rooting damage to grassland Yes Possibly linked to known escape. Confirms report of exotic species



04/07/2006 Wild Boar Somerset Sighting reported No
Informant to report further sighting. 

No further info available.

Supports report but not 

conclusive

13/07/2006 Wild Boar Devon Rooting damage and photograph Yes Probably linked to known escape Confirms report of exotic species

18/07/2006 Big Cat Suffolk
Dead foxes scavenged, photographs 

supplied
Yes

Photographs examined & 2nd opinion 

obtained. 
Inconclusive

24/07/2006 Big Cat Norfolk Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

24/07/2006 Big Cat Norfolk Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

24/07/2006 Big Cat Norfolk Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

29/07/2006 Big Cat South Gloucestershire
Sighting & reports of sheep predation 

but no evidence provided
No No action taken Inconclusive

04/08/2006 Big Cat Norfolk Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

04/08/2006 Big Cat Norfolk Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

07/08/2006 Terrapin Reading Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

07/08/2006 Big Cat Devon Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

11/08/2006 Big Cat Norfolk sighting & reports of pheasant kills No No action taken Inconclusive

15/08/2006 Big Cat Cornwall Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

17/08/2006 Big Cat County Durham

Carcass found of roe deer, big cat 

suspected, photographic evidence 

supplied

Yes
Photographs examined & vet opinion 

obtained: large dogs suspected

Probably attributable to other 

cause

22/08/2006 Siberian Chipmunk Wiltshire Photographs supplied Yes
Linked to release by vandals, all 

escapees accounted for
Confirms report of exotic species

23/08/2006 Chipmunk Warrington Sighting reported No

Linked to known escape of 5 animals, 

trapping occurred, I found dead. No 

further info received on location of 

those remaining

Confirms report of exotic species

07/09/2006 Wild Boar West Sussex Sighting reported No

Linked to known esape, Local 

authority notified and several animals 

recaptured or shot

Confirms report of exotic species

02/10/2006 Wild Boar Gloucestershire Sighting reported No No action taken
Supports report but not 

conclusive

11/10/2006 Big Cat Kent
10 sheep killed & 9 injured, prints 

found
Yes

Reported to police but no further 

action taken by police

Can be discounted; positivly 

attributed to other cause

18/10/2006 Wild Boar Devon Rooting damage to garden Yes No action taken
Supports report but not 

conclusive

18/10/2006 Wild Boar Devon Rooting damage and sighting reported Yes
Visit undertaken, probably linked to 

earlier known escape
Confirms report of exotic species

23/10/2006 Wild Boar Herefordshire Tracks found & sighting reported No Wild boar known to be in this area Confirms report of exotic species

03/11/2006 Wild Boar Devon
Rooting damage, sighting and reports 

of aggressive behaviour
Yes Situation monitored Confirms report of exotic species

14/11/2006 Wild Boar Devon Rooting damage reported Yes
Visit prevously undertaken to one 

area, new locations reported

Supports report but not 

conclusive

22/11/2006 Coypu Norfolk Sightings reported No
From description Chinese water deer 

suspected

Can be discounted; positivly 

attributed to other cause

23/11/2006 Wild Boar Wiltshire Sighting reported No No action taken
Supports report but not 

conclusive



24/11/2006 Wild Boar Hertfordshire Sighting reported No Suspected to be Muntjac deer
Probably attributable to other 

cause

27/11/2006 Big Cat Shropshire Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

12/12/2006 Wild Boar Worcestershire Dog attacked by wild boar No No action taken Confirms report of exotic species

12/12/2006 Big Cat Cambridgeshire Ostrich killed Yes
Carase examined and monitoring 

undertaken
Inconclusive

18/12/2006 Raccoon Dog West Sussex Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

11/01/2007 Wolf Surrey Sighting & predation of Swan No

No further information available & 

informant not contactable:no further 

action taken

Inconclusive

21/01/2007 Big Cat Norfolk Sighting reported No
Site visit undertaken but no evidence 

found, believed to be a dog

Can be discounted; positivly 

attributed to other cause

21/01/2007 Big Cat Norfolk Sighting reported No
Site visit undertaken but no evidence 

found, believed to be a dog

Can be discounted; positivly 

attributed to other cause

05/02/2007 Wild Boar Devon 4 Wild boar shot & further sightings No No action taken Confirms report of exotic species

20/03/2007 Big Cat Cambridgeshire Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

30/04/2007 Big Cat Kent Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

01/05/2007 Prairie Dog Buckingham Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

04/05/2007 Big Cat Gloucestershire Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

17/05/2007 Big Cat Norfolk Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

17/05/2007 Big Cat Norfolk Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

17/05/2007 Big Cat Norfolk Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

17/05/2007 Big Cat Norfolk 2 lambs predated & sighting reported NO No action taken Inconclusive

31/08/2007 Coypu Gloucestershire Sighting reported No
No evidence found, badger activity in 

area

Probably attributable to other 

cause

20/09/2007 Coypu Suffolk Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

25/09/2007 Wallaroo Cornwall Sighting reported No No action taken
Supports report but not 

conclusive

03/10/2007 Big Cat Norfolk Sighting reported No Turned out to be a white badger
Can be discounted; positivly 

attributed to other cause

07/11/2007 Big Cat South Yorkshire Sighting reported No No action taken Inconclusive

12/02/2008 Big Cat Oxfordshire
Telephoned to report sighting, No 

further details supplied.
None

No other action taken as no further 

response from caller.
Inconclusive

12/06/2008 Big Cat Lincolnshire

When visiting his flock of sheep, 

Farmer found some killed and eaten.  

Sometimes only the skull and spine 

remains. He suspects that it might be 

a large cat.

None

Site visit undertaken. No direct signs 

of ‘big cat’. Carcass possibly 

eaten/removed by another animal. 

Photos of carcass to be forwarded to 

Senior Specialist for opinion

Inconclusive

09/10/2008 Big Cat Tyne & Wear Deer carcass as evidence Yes

Caller contacted by Wildlife Adviser 

on 9/10/2008.NE would not normally 

do sight visit unless good evidence of 

big cat ie footprints. PC Reed was 

going to site and would contact 

Wildlife Adviser if any evidence found 

which could link to big cat

Probably attributable to other 

causes



16/01/2009 Big Cat Surrey

Photographs. Roe deer dragged 

through/over 2 fences, carcase 

eviscerated & with ?puncture marks nr 

throat. No similar incidents in area.  

Yes

Police reported the occurrence so are 

fully aware. Senior Specialist 

consulted (sent photos), believes 

inconclusive, especially as not known 

how long after death photos taken 

and therefore level of scavenging. 

There may be more photos.

Inconclusive

25/01/2008 Copyu Suffolk

Caller believed she had seen a coypu 

on 2 occasions and her cat had 

brought home (dragged) 2/3rds of a 

coypu previously.

None

Asked caller to report further sightings 

and if possible provide 

evidence/photographic evidence

Inconclusive

04/02/2008 Copyu Norfolk

Seen at rear of garden. Wife saw it at 

the same time though she was in 

different room. Said definitely not a 

deer or an otter

None
Asked caller to try and gain evidence - 

photos, paw prints etc
Inconclusive

02/04/2008 Chipmunk N/A Info. Rec'd None Informant never responded to WA Inconclusive

23/06/2008 Copyu Greater London Auth.
Visual sighting of animal in rear 

garden for 2 - 3 mins
None Informant never responded to WA Inconclusive

07/07/2008 Chipmunk Gloucester Sighting reported None

Escape/release in the area gives 

indication of the source of the animals 

- but as all animals accounted for, no 

further action was needed.

Supports report but not 

conclusive

28/07/2008 Wild boar Devon
Reports frequent sightings and field 

signs in area - rooting, tracks etc
Yes

Site visit at more suitable time of year 

(autumn/winter) to confirm 

identification and if still present - 

Follow up site visit undertaken - no 

evidence found.

Supports report but not 

conclusive

06/09/2008 Parrot West Yorkshire

Wildlife Adviser (WA) saw 4 Parrots 

flying in pairs across the town from a 

northerly direction at dusk. A local 

man told WA that someone nearby 

feeds the birds in his garden, so they 

are semi wild

None

Case discussed with Senior 

Specialist - agreed no further action 

required

Confirms report of Exotic species

25/09/2008 Raccoon Kent

Raccoon head discovered plus skin 

and a bit of flesh. Thought to have 

been killed/found/eaten by fox.  

Photos to be taken and submitted

Yes
No further action taken as animal 

from an unknown source
Confirms report of Exotic species

22/01/2009 Coypu Wiltshire Road kill. Yes No evidence found at site Inconclusive

25/02/2009 Raccoon Hampshire

Animal discovered dead on side of 

road - assume it died as a result of 

RTA.

Yes
Animal Health contacted and advised 

of discovery.
Confirms report of Exotic

18/03/2009 Big Cat North Somerset

Caller was driving along the M5 

Northbound J19, looked across to 

field and spotted what she thought 

was a Big Cat.

None No further action needed. Inconclusive



26/03/2009 Coypu Suffolk

Animal seen in pond in callers back 

garden, eating plants. Found long 

black droppings up to 3 weeks before 

calling NE, sighted animal for 5-10 

mins 2 days before call.

None

NE Wildlife Adviser unable to make 

contact with caller to collect additional 

information/evidence.

Inconclusive

10/04/2009 but 

Raccoon was shot in 

July 1999.

Raccoon Norfolk

Animal preserved and cased in glass 

by a taxidermist. Photographic 

evidence of animal also available.

Yes No further action. Confirms report of Exotic species

20/04/2009 Wild boar Suffolk

Animal had been shot by local 

Gamekeeper - The animal was male, 

weighing ~60 Kilos (likely to be 

juvenile 6-7 months old) and 

measuring 1380mm from base of tail 

to tip of snout, with the tail at 320mm. 

Ear tissue and hair was available for 

analysis.

Yes

Further investigation to try and 

establish population number and 

viability. Continual recording of 

sightings in the area.

Confirms report of Exotic species

06/05/2009 Scottish Wild Cat Worcestershire

Caller believed that her friends cat 

had been attacked by a Scottish Wild 

cat. Caller had indentified animal from 

the internet

None

Caller requested that NE speak to her 

friend unfortunately number given 

transferred to fax machine Can 

probably be discounted because of 

similarity in appearance to large tabby 

feral/domestic cat with true wildcat - 

often difficult to distinguish in the field.

Discounted; probably attributable 

to other cause

19/07/2009 American Raccoon West Berkshire
Caller reported visual sighting at 

15.20 hrs on 18 July 2009.
None No further action. Inconclusive

29/07/2009 Wild boar Suffolk

Animal had been shot by local 

Gamekeeper - Male animal, weighing 

~ 120 Kilos and measuring 1560mm 

from base of tail to tip of snout. Tail 

measuring 230mm. Hair black with 

beige flecks on dorsal side and beige 

areas around underside of legs - 

sample taken.

Yes
Continual recording of sightings in the 

area.
Confirms report of Exotic species

29/07/2009 Siberian Chipmunk Cheshire

Caller reported seeing Animal approx 

2 weeks before call. Article in a 

newspaper prompted the report.

Yes

None at present. Caller to contact 

Natural England again if any further 

information.

Confirms report of Exotic species

03/08/2009 Big Cat Somerset

Caller reported that a Big cat "jaguar / 

puma" seen in car headlights at 

1.30am on 3 August 2009 on roadside 

between Mark and Burtle. Animal 

reported as being as high as the car

None No further action needed. Inconclusive

05/08/2009 Chipmunk Derbyshire

The caller confirmed the animal was 

seen in the garden of the property on 

the one occasion and could not 

identify it as anything other than a 

None

The caller was asked to let NE know 

if the animal was sighted again, no 

report received. From the description 

it is thought to be a grey squirrel.

Probably attributable to other 

causes



09/08/2009 Capybara Rutland

Caller stated that an animal was seen 

crossing the road (lunch time) whilst 

out driving and was not recognised. 

Later considered to be a Capybara.

None

The animal has not been seen again 

and although the caller could not 

identify it other than by elimination. 

They were asked to confirm if further 

sightings were made. No further 

sightings reported. Conclusion - a

Can be discounted; positively 

attributed to other cause

25/08/2009 Siberian Chipmunk West Yorkshire

5 animals (4 small, 1 larger) ran out of 

the hedgerow onto the road. 1 may 

have been run over. Caller identified 

the animals when returned home 

using the internet.

None

NE Wildlife Adviser rang local vets, 

Police Wildlife Officer & RSPCA - no 

other reports. Natural England 

Wildlife Adviser left name & number 

and asked caller to inform Natural 

England if any info re Chipmunks 

comes in. No other local sightings 

found on internet forums or local 

Support report but not conclusive

30/08/2009 Chipmunk Manchester

Caller reported seeing a chipmunk on 

Wed 26 Aug in Burnage Manchester. 

It appeared to be foraging rubbish. 

Caller did not see animal again.

None

No contact nos. for ‘caller’ but Natural 

England Wildlife Adviser checked on 

internet of Manchester sites week. No 

sighting in press or internet. Animal 

only seen once with no further 

reports. As such, could not be 

confirmed as a chipmunk.

Inconclusive

13/10/2009 American Raccoon Surrey Sighting. Bandaged face grey tail. None
Caller had no doubt that it was a 

raccoon
Support report but not conclusive

14/10/2009 Wild boar Suffolk

Third boar shot in the area. Small 

male approximately 70 Kilos. All three 

animals appear to be part of group of 

15/16 animals released from a local 

farm. No licence held, case with 

Trading Standards.

None
It was believed that the local authority 

were unlikely to prosecute.
Confirms report of Exotic species

14/10/2009 Snapping Turtle Kent

NE WA identified animal by 

photographs. It can be dangerous. It 

is 2ft long by 10-12 inches wide.

None

Local newspaper the Kent Arg, Kent 

biological records and Wildwood 

animal center were notified. Caller 

has been asked to come back to 

Natural England Wildlife Adviser if 

caller sees it again. It needs trapping 

and despatching.

Confirms report of Exotic species

12/11/2009 Unknown Kent

Caller reported claw marks, teeth 

marks, spray colouration on furniture 

and fridge. Chewed carpets.

Yes No further action necessary.
Can be discounted; positively 

attributed to other cause

22/01/2010 Chipmunk West Yorkshire

Observer saw x1 adult chipmunk 

crossing road in front of car. Caller 

reported previous sighting in almost 

same place in August 2009.

None

Wildlife Adviser spoke to local 

landowners, garden centre, farmers 

and caravan park - no one has seen 

or heard of anything to suggest 

chipmunks living wild in area. Left 

contact details with all in case.

Probably attributable to other 

causes


