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Access to Nature 
Regional Targeting Plan ï East Midlands 

 

Introduction 
 
The East Midlands region covers approximately  15,627 km² comprising 
Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire, Nottinghamshire 
and Rutland. Over 4 million people live in the East Midlands region-with the 
primary centres of population in Leicester, Nottingham and Derby. 
Northampton and Lincoln are other large settlements in the region. However, 
the East Midlands is the 3rd most rural region in England with around 30% of 
the population living in rural settlements, which is well above the national 
average. As the birth rate falls and the population ages there are more older 
people and fewer younger people living in the East Midlands.   
 
The East Midlandsô has been identified as an area for new housing. The New 
Growth Points are the 3 Cities of Derby, Leicester and Nottingham together 
with Grantham, Newark-on-Trent and Lincoln.  
 
Regional Priorities 
 
This document identifies areas and beneficiaries that are seen as a particular 
priority for Natural Englandôs óAccess to Natureô scheme in the East Midlands 
Region. These regional priorities reflect the national schemeôs priorities, 
targets and outcomes, further informed by regional knowledge and evidence.   
 
The purpose of the plan is: 
 
1) To encourage applicants to develop proposals that will deliver the identified 
priorities within the limited budgets for the óAccess to Natureô Scheme. 
 
2) To aid the assessment process to ensure that projects are targeted in 
accordance with the priorities described in the plan. 
 
It should be noted that the plan is not a mechanism for approving (or not 
approving) individual applications, which will all be considered on their own 
merits. 
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Applicants should first meet all the eligibility criteria of the scheme.  
Applications should also accord with the schemeôs priorities, outcomes and 
targets.  Please refer to the website for full details of the application and 
assessment process as described in the General Guidance notes :  
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/leisure/grants-funding/.   
 
To increase the chances of a successful application you are advised to read 
through the priorities in this targeting statement. Applicants should note that 
this is a qualitative process ï applications do not need to address all the  
 
targets described. This list is not exhaustive, and many proposals not covered 
by the targeting statement may still receive funding.  
 
Applicants are required and encouraged to submit their own evidence of 
need in support of their application.  As óAccess to Natureô is an open 
application scheme, the onus is on the applicant to demonstrate that their 
proposal will benefit those who currently have a low level of access, and / or 
engagement, with the natural environment. 
 
Applicants are encouraged to speak with their local Natural England adviser 
before they commit to the time and expense of applying for grant aid. 
Contacts are listed at Annex  A .    
 
Applications to óAccess to Natureô in the East Midlands 
 
1. Geographic Target Areas  

1. Applications will be prioritised geographically. Those that originate from 
or work with communities living in the lowest 10% most deprived urban 
and 10% most deprived rural wards by Super Output Area, identified 
through the Index of Multiple Deprivation 2007 (IMD) statistics will be a 
priority. We will use standard census data to identify these locations. Overall 
higher levels of deprivation in the East Midlands as measured by the IMD are 
concentrated in the urban centres, the former coalfields and the Lincolnshire 
coast. IMD lists by super output area are available in the  Annex  C. 
 
2.  Applications from communities which address environmental deprivation 
and the lack of provision of freely accessible green space, or provide 
opportunities to remove barriers to accessing areas of existing green space to 
those communities living in the lowest 10% of most deprived urban and rural 
areas will be a priority. 
 
3. Applications aimed at communities outside the lowest 10%, but meeting 
these other priorities, will need to make a case for mitigating factors or provide 
additional supporting  information. 
 
The application will need to show local justification if the general area falls 
outside the lowest 10% most deprived urban and rural wards. Supporting 
evidence could be in the form of: 
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¶ Community consultations 

¶ Local Health Statistics 

¶ Maps to show lack of access to green space 

¶ Parish Plans 

¶ Letters of Support  
 
 2. Priority Groups 
1. People currently under-represented in terms of contact with the natural 
environment, including disabled people, young people, black and ethnic 
minority communities and older people.  
2. Communities and individuals experiencing social exclusion through 
disability, unemployment, age or economic disadvantage. 
3. People disadvantaged by where they live through lack of access to the 
natural environment.  
 
Key Regional Strategies 

The above priority groups can be identified thematically through reference to 
the Department for Work and pensions report ; 
Opportunity for All 
 
Natural England Disability Equality Scheme & Action Plan 2008-2010 
 
Applicants are advised to consider how their applications fit with the key 
themes, priorities and objectives of regional documents. Local and Regional 
Strategies should be referred to.. 
 
Regional Spatial Strategy 
Regional Sustainable Development Framework 
Regional Biodiversity Strategy 
Regional Forestry Strategy 
Community Health Profiles 
 
Consideration should also be given to your Local Strategic Partnerships. 
These in conjunction with Local Authorities should have a Sustainable 
Community Strategy in place, which should be focused on integrating social, 
economic and environmental issues. 
 
Although projects should address at least one of the priorities highlighted in 
this statement, applications will be considered for projects outside these 
priority areas where a good case for funding can be made.  
 
We accept  the Index of Multiple Deprivation IMD statistics may not reveal full 
and detailed local issues. Statutory authorities, agencies and delivery bodies 
will often have highlighted these.  
We will take account of such information where possible, but it is down to the 
applicant to demonstrate the need for the project and to supply 
supporting information. 

http://www.dwp.gov.uk/ofa/reports/2007/OpportunityforAll2007.pdf
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/about/equalitypolicy/Diversity%20Review.pdf
http://www.goem.gov.uk/497296/docs/191913/237644/rss8.pdf
http://www.emra.gov.uk/what-we-do/regional-communities-policy/irs-framework
../../M281206/Desktop/www.emra.gov.uk/publications/documents/EMRBS-May2006.pdf
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-65shjk
../../M281206/Desktop/www.communityhealthprofiles.info/find_profiles.php
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Map of the Region showing Urban and Rural  areas of most Deprivation. 
(Urban shown in red.  Rural  shown in green)  
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